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PLANT SUPPORTS 
CF Garden Artefacts 


Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers. 
Also tree guards, topiary frames, ornamental fence panels, planters etc. 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk | Tel.01773 550495 


rene 
i) 


Awe \ 


JOHN CAMPBELL 


Welcome 


anuary is the month for making a fresh start 

and looking to the future, with plans for the year 

ahead in the garden forming vividly in our minds. 

We stare out over our sleeping plots, trying to 

remember all the things we meant to make note of 
last summer, and set our imaginations free, dreaming up 
exciting new developments in design and planting. 

We may not always follow through on those grand 
plans made on dark winter nights by the fire, as we scour 
plant catalogues and enticing garden images, but the 
very act of stopping to look, reassess and get a wider 
perspective on our growing space, however big or small, 
can be a really valuable and enjoyable exercise. 

This issue we have plenty of ideas to help you in this 
endeavour. Lauded designer Charlotte Harris has chosen 
her 100 essential plants — those favourite performers 
and garden stalwarts that she rates highly and uses to 
satisfy a range of functions and situations (page 23). 

We also asked notable people from across the industry 
for their garden trend predictions for 2022 (page 92). 

There’s lots more inspiration to be found in our designer 
garden features, with a small city 
garden transformed by Tom Stuart- 
Smith (page 54), and a cutting-edge, 
drought-tolerant garden in Provence 
by James Basson (page 66). Plus, you 
can discover how to create and care 
for multi-stem trees (page 80) with 
expert advice on the best cultivars; 
and indulge in galanthophilia with 
our seasonal focus on snowdrops 
(pages 40 and 60). 
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The gardener-cook Aaron 
Bertelsen finds January 
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take out a digital 
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GAP Photos 
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subscribe to the digital edition of 
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With inspirational training at 

Kew Gardens, RHS Garden Wisley and 
online we have courses for professional 
designers and garden enthusiasts. 


As well as our Diploma and Professional 
Development programmes we deliver 
short courses at Kew Gardens, RHS 
Wisley and online. Our courses regularly 
include training for Small Gardens, 
Sustainable Planting Design, Seasonal 


Interest, there’s even a course for 
Plantaholics. 


Visit our website legd.org.uk to hear how 
our students are creating successful 
garden design careers and discover an 
ever-changing range of courses for the 
garden enthusiast. 
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COLLEGE 
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+44 (0)1483 762955 info@lcgd.org.uk 
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integrated kneepads —_ 
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CALL US ON 
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www.genus.gs 


© The Royal Horticultural Society. Endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society. Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262. rhs.org.uk 


Inspiring everyone to grow 


—- CHELSEA — 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 

January -— March 2022 

Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 
Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 
an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 
vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and 
homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide 
students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 

(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), 10.30am-3.1 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 

ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 

September 2022 — beg July 2023 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 
regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 

(1 day a week (Tues), 10.30am—3. 1 5pm, over three terms) 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

Wednesday & Thursday 20, 21,27, 28 April 2022 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent at the 
Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in Rosemary 
Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and the garden nearby, where Ben is in charge. 
Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance tasks will be 
discussed.A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 

A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 
hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course 
book, with projects submitted to us. (/-3 years to complete and individual assessment) 


GARDENHEIR 


NEW YORK 


Apparel, Tools & Wares for everyone 
gardenheir.com 


@thegardenheir 


Shot on location @northhillgarden, Vermont 


Garden of Medicinal Plants — Chelsea Physic Garden Photo: R Alexander / 


Long established as the leader in all design 
and gardening tuition and based at the 
unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


HISTORIC HOUSES/ED BOLLOM 


DIGIN 


Whats new, what's growing and what's going on this month 


Historic garden winner 


Gordon Castle Walled Garden in Moray has won the Historic Houses Garden of the Year Award. It’s the first 
time a Scottish garden has been the public’s clear favourite since 1984, with the walled garden picking up 
more than 3,000 of the 11,000 votes cast. A substantial part of Gordon Castle’s land was sold in the mid 20th 
century and much of the building demolished. The surviving parts are now home to Angus and Zara Gordon 
Lennox, who, along with their team of gardeners, have spent the past seven years restoring the eight-acre 
kitchen garden — one of the largest walled gardens in the UK — working to a design by Arne Maynard. The 
garden has gone from a bare patch of ground to a productive space growing fruit, herbs, vegetables and cut 
flowers and visitors are welcome to enjoy the displays, buy produce and visit the café. Garden open daily, see 
website for booking and ticket details. Café open Wednesday to Sunday. gordoncastle.co.uk 


News 


COMPILED BY KATIE BEALE 
AND ROSANNA MORRIS 


Just when we think all is quiet 
within our gardens and the 
plant world in midwinter, 

a new landmark series from 
the BBC is here to remind us 
that there's a lot more going 
on than we might think. 
Narrated by Sir David 
Attenborough, The 

Green Planet will air on 
BBC One early this year, 

and will unearth some 
unusual behaviour, 
emotional tales and 
surprising heroes from our 
mostly overlooked but 
interconnected plant 
kingdom. Using new 
developments in robotics, 
time-lapse and thermal 
cameras, this five-part series 
promises to reveal things that 
are usually invisible to the 
human eye, so we can witness 
the drama of the plant world 
unfold before us. Find out 
more at bbc.co.uk 
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The RHS Lindley Library in London houses one of the world’s largest collections 

of botanical prints, illustrations and plates. Its incredible archive has been delved 
into by decorative painting expert Annie Sloan, who has collaborated with the RHS 
on arange of decoupage paper kits (shown here is Mint taken from volume 1 of 
Regne Vegetal c. 1790-1820). The art of découpage — decorating furniture, objects 
and interiors with paper cut-outs sealed in place with varnish — was popular during 
Victorian times. Find the découpage kits, for £11.95, at anniesloan.com 


VITAL HERBARIUM 
GOES DIGITAL 


The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, will 
receive £15 million in government 
funding to support the digitisation of its 
herbarium and fungarium collections. 
Digitising the information held on the 
eight million plant and fungal specimens 
will mean it can be made available to 
researchers around the world, creating 
a valuable online resource. “These 
collections contain unparalleled data 

ona diverse range of plant and fungal 
species that will help scientists conserve 
nature and find solutions to some of the 
critical challenges facing humanity,” 
says Richard Deverell, director of Kew. 
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Exquisite 
arrangements 


More than 200 objects are currently on 
display for the Fabergé in London: 
Romance to Revolution exhibition at 
London's Victoria and Albert Museum. 
Among them will be the Empress 
Alexandra Feodorovna’s Basket of 
Flowers Egg (right), on loan from the 
Queen's Royal Collection. The 
exhibition, which focuses on the 
legendary Russian goldsmith Carl 
Fabergé and his international firm's 
little-known London branch, brings 
together the largest collection of Imperial 
Easter Eggs seen in a generation. Flowers 
were a recurring theme in Fabergé’s work 
and his craftsmen worked directly from nature 
to ensure that each flower looked alive. The 
Basket of Flowers Egg was commissioned by Tsar 
Nicholas Il as an Easter gift for his wife, Alexandra. 
Featuring mock orange, daisies, pansies, calla lilies, 
cornflowers, morning glories and oats, it is made 
from enamel on gold. The exhibition runs until 

8 May, entry £18. vam.ac.uk 


Garden antiques specialists, including The 
Home Bothy and Violet Grey, will be among 

150 dealers at the winter instalment of The 
Decorative Antiques & Textiles Fair at Battersea 
Park from 25-30 January. Expect everything 
from Arras jardinieres and museum-worthy 
watering cans to coppers, urns and old 
birdcages at this world-famous shopping event, 
where top garden designers wander the 
incredible displays. decorativefair.com 
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Cut flowers 


Pick and choose a selection of 
blooms from the new cut flower 
plugs from Rocket Gardens to 
create an instant cut-flower 
patch. Included in the range 
are nigella, cosmos, larkspur, 
cerinthe and zinnia. They 
can be planted close together 
(approx 20cm apart) so are 
ideal for small gardens. 
rocketgardens.co.uk 


SCRAPE AND SCRUB WIRED WIPE 
Cast Iron Boot Brush Coir and Wire Boot Scraper 
£32, Dibor, £12, Garden Trading, 


0800 408 0660, dibor.co.uk 01993 845559, gardentrading.co.uk 


SOLES AND SIDES 
Galvanised Shoe/Boot Scraper and Brush 
£37, A Place For Everything 
01244 680501, aplaceforeverything.co.uk 
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COMPILED BY ALYS HURN AND ANNIE GATTI 


BRUCE MUNRO 


@ Field of Light 

Thousands of glowing stems have been planted in the garden at Marston Park as part of an 
immersive exhibition by Bruce Munro. The exhibition has been previously seen in venues 
around the world, and now comes to Somerset. Until 17 April, 3-lOpm. From £8. Marston 
Park, Tuckmarsh Lane, Frome, Somerset BA11 5BP. Tel 01373 489000, marstonpark.co.uk 
© Video for Beginners 

Whether you simply want to document your garden, or have a more ambitious creative 
project in mind, this one-day course with award-winning filmmaker Ollie Kenchington will 
show you how to capture video footage in your garden. 12 January, 10.30am-3.30pm. £100. 
RHS Garden Wisley, Wisley Lane, Woking, Surrey GU23 6QB. Tel 01483 224234, rhs.org.uk 
@ Kicking The Habit — Designing Without Topsoil 

In this talk, brownfield gardener John Little will discuss how mineral soils, construction 
waste and sand can redress public spaces and bring biodiversity back to urban places. 

17 January, 6-7pm. £3. Lady Lisa Sainsbury Lecture Theatre, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
London TW9 3AE. Tel O20 8332 5655, kew.org 

© Career Change Flower Farming 

One of the UK’s most successful growers, Georgie Newbery leads this intensive one-day, 
online course covering planning and designing your flower farm, growing flowers for sale 
and marketing. 18 January, l1Oam-5pm. £195. Tel 01963 32883, commonfarmflowers.com 
© Herbarium Workshop 

Join expert floriculturist Maiko Ishida to create a decorative herbarium using dried and 
preserved plants from the garden at The Newt in Somerset. 19 and 26 January, 1Oam-2pm. 
£125, includes lunch in the Garden Café and a herbarium kit to take home. The Newt in 
Somerset, Bruton, Somerset BA7 7NG. Tel 01963 577700, thenewtinsomerset.com 

© How DNA Changed Plant Taxonomy 

Discover how DNA data has contributed to our understanding of plant diversity and 
evolution in this free online lecture organised by the University of Bristol Botanic Garden. 
The speaker is Dr Kalman Konyves, botanist and horticultural taxonomist at RHS Garden 
Wisley. 20 January, 7-8pm. Tel 0117 428 2041, botanic-garden.bristol.ac.uk 

@ Winter Tree Identification 

Join Ben Jones, curator of Harcourt Arboretum in Oxford, to learn how to identify native 
trees in winter, using twigs, bark, growth habits and shape. 22 January, 10.30am-lpm. £25. 
Oxford Botanic Garden, Rose Lane, Oxford OX1 4AZ. Tel 01865 286692, obga.ox.ac.uk 

© Your Garden in Winter 

Head to the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh to learn about the tasks you can do in winter 
to prepare the garden for the coming year. 22 January, 12.30-3.30pm. £30. Royal Botanic 
Garden Edinburgh, 20a Inverleith Row, Edinburgh EH3 5NZ. Tel 0131 248 2909, rbge.org.uk 
© Green London — From Orchards to Avenues 

The second in a series of talks that bring together people working to protect the 
capital's green spaces to discuss the conservation of London's trees. 25 January, 6.30- 
7.30pm. £10. Garden Museum, 5 Lambeth Palace Road, London SE1 7LB. Tel O20 7401 
8865, gardenmuseum.org.uk 

© Indoor Gardening 

Spend a day with Alys Dobbie learning how to bring creativity to an indoor garden 

and make a kokedama, a terrarium in a bottle, and a living wreath. 26 January, 9.15am- 
5pm. £203, includes lunch. West Dean College, West Dean, nr Chichester, West Sussex 
PO18 OQZ. Tel 01243 818300, westdean.org.uk 

@ Getting the Garden Ready 

What does it take to get a garden such as Great Dixter ready for spring? Find out on this 
behind-the-scenes study day with head gardener Fergus Garrett. 31 January, 1Oam-4pm. 
£160, includes lunch. Great Dixter House and Gardens, Northiam, Rye, East Sussex 

TN31 6PH. Tel 01797 254042, greatdixter.co.uk 


DOBBIE / WEST DEAN COLLEGE 


Allinformation is correct at time of going to press, but may be subject to change. 
Tickets for most events will be limited to ensure social distancing and must be booked in advance. 
Please be sure to check all opening times and advice on any local travel restrictions before travelling. 


ALYS 


12 


‘The water is amazing, it’s like swimming in silk. We hada 
couple of dragonflies buzzing past us... you definitely feel 
you're one with nature. Having the pond has made a big 


difference to the way we use the garden.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene Basingstoke 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, London N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 www.gartenart.co.uk 
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From tools to seeds, January is an ideal time to get 


everything ready for the year ahead. Our gardener-cook 


gets himself organised and explains where to start 


WORDS AARON BERTELSEN ILLUSTRATION ALICE PATTULLO 


ew year, new start. Cold 
weather and short days 
may not be conducive to 
gardening, but they’re 
an excellent opportunity 
to get things in order — 
and that includes your garden tools. On 
this topic, I had two excellent teachers: 
my grandfather and Christopher Lloyd. 
What guided both of them was the idea 
that things should be made to last. When 
it comes to environmental issues, we talk 
a lot about plants and insects, but not so 
much about the importance of avoiding 
unnecessary purchases. Buy as well as you 
can, and look after the things you have. 

I try to clean my tools after each use, 
but every so often they need a bit of extra 
care. Those with wooden handles will 
relish a twice-yearly application of linseed 
oil, while nothing works as well to restore 
tired secateurs as a good soak in Coca- 
Cola (beware: once you've seen what it 
does to the metal, you may never drink it 
again). Rinse well, give them a scrub with 
wire wool, sharpen the blade with a stone, 
and oil them to keep the moving parts 
lubricated and the rust at bay. 


What to sow 

Don't let the low temperatures or the lack 
of a garden stop you growing. Even if it’s 
too cold to venture outside — indeed, even 
if you don’t have a space to venture out 

to — there’s no reason why you should be 
deprived of fresh greens. As long as you 
have a windowsill, you can take advantage 
of the micro-climate indoors to sow some 
quick-growing herbs and salads. Try 
parsley, coriander, peppery rockets and 
mustards, radishes or one of the winter 
salad mixes designed specifically to do 
well during the shorter days. 

Fill biggish pots or a window box — 
anything with at least a ten-litre capacity, 
drainage holes and a saucer is ideal — with 
good-quality peat-free compost. Firm the 
compost down, making sure you've left 
a centimetre or so between the surface of 
the compost and the rim of the pot, 
to allow space for watering. Sow the seeds 
thinly, cover them with a thin layer of 
compost and water well, then sit back and 
wait for your seedlings to appear. Don’t let 
the compost dry out, but don’t drown your 
seeds either — the surface of the compost 
should feel just moist to the touch. 
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What to plant out 
One of the joys of growing fruit and 
vegetables in pots is that you can choose 
the soil to suit the plant. Blueberries, for 
example — as members of the Ericaceae 
family, they need acidic soil in order to 
thrive. Few of us have this in our gardens, 
but a large pot filled with good-quality 
ericaceous compost will provide the 
perfect micro-environment. 

If you're going to be growing in 
a pot, choose a dwarf cultivar. I’ve had 
good results from “Top Hat’ (Vaccinium 
corymbosum), which has medium-sized 
fruit with an excellent flavour. Add a little 
grit to the compost when youre filling 
the pot to aid drainage. Blueberries are 
best watered with rainwater, as tap water 
contains lime, which will raise the pH of 
the soil over time. Make sure you use an 
ericaceous feed, too. In winter, remove 
any old or damaged wood and mulch 
around the base — a layer of pine needles 
is ideal, as it will add further acid to the 
soil — making sure to leave a clear margin 
around the stem. 


Gag © 


What to harvest 

Swiss chard really is the gift that keeps 
on giving and a most welcome source 

of fresh greens in the depths of winter. 

I usually bank on getting a year’s worth 
of crops from my plants — unbeatable 
value for money. Both the stems and the 
leaves make excellent eating, and the 
great thing is that the more you pick, the 
more the plants seem to produce. 

I like to harvest by hand, as I think 
this gives the cleanest results. Work 
from the outside and pull the whole leaf 
off where the stem meets the ‘trunk’ 
of the plant. This will keep the plants 
tidy and reduce the number of hiding 
places for slugs and snails. My favourite 
cultivar is ‘Peppermint’, mainly for 
its flavour, but also for the glorious 
flamingo-pink stems that add a welcome 
touch of glamour to the courtyard 
garden. Chard is endlessly useful and 
versatile in the kitchen — use it in tarts 
and soups or as a delicious side dish, 
such as creamed Swiss chard, which is 
perfect with roast lamb or chicken. 


this 
is an excellent time to get bigger machines, 
such as lawnmowers, serviced and ready 
for the season to come. 


This will help you to determine 
whether anything is missing, and to make 
sure you sow everything at the right time. 
| use an old wine case and organise the 
seeds by month of sowing. 


Keeping crops tidy through 
regular picking will help, as will a sprinkle 
of organic slug pellets. 


whether for 
weeding, picking or pruning, it’s well worth 
putting down boards to work from so you 
can avoid compacting the soil. 


while 
they're — relatively - empty. Sweep them 
thoroughly, and wash the glass inside and 
out. Give the gutters a clean too. 

luse 

pencil on mine, so step one is to rub out the 
writing. Then | soak them in warm water 
with washing-up liquid to kill any bugs. 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


KIPTED OUT 


For woodland appreciation 


COMPILED BY NIKI GOSS 
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1. Billhook Sickle, includes sheath, £59, 01747 445059, niwaki.com 2. Gauzy Cable Cashmere Wristwarmers, bordeaux, £59, 0344 225 2252, 
johnstonsofelgin.com 3. Into The Woods by Eric Ravilious Art Print, with oak-finish frame, from £35, iamfy.com 4. Blundstone + Finisterre Vegan Boots, brown, 
£160, 01872 554481, finisterre.com 5. Westonbirt Arboretum's Tree Spotter's Guide by Dan Crowley, £9.99, penguin.co.uk 6. Pearl Oyster Mushroom Growing 

Kit, £17.95, espressomushroom.co.uk 7. Tree Planting Spear, £47.98, 01376 346197, bulldoghandtools.co.uk 8. Biodegradable Spiral Tree Guards, pack of 20, 
£27.99, 01903 258200, thegardensuperstore.co.uk 9. Cavallini & Co Mushrooms 1,000 Piece Jigsaw Puzzle, £23, 01295 688286, madmolly.co.uk 
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1. English Oak Swill Basket, small (W)33 x (H)17 x (L)41cm, £130, thesmallhome.co.uk 2. Forest Mushrooms in a Box, box of 15, £47, kidly.co.uk 
3. Ultimate 100% Dark Hot Chocolate, 300g, £19.95, fortnumandmason.com 4. Natural Firelighters, box of 30, £11.95, 01420 612670, logpile.com 
5. Silva Epic 10 Binoculars, £100.80, 0161 393 7059, blacks.co.uk 6. Jute Hessian Biodegradable Leaf Sacks, 3 pairs, £12.90, 01307 468589, nutscene.com 
7. Opinel No. 18 Folding Saw, £43, farrar-tanner.co.uk 8. Puebco Waxed Cotton Firewood Carrier, £32, 07379 491098, thehendersonsshop.co.uk 
9. Handwarmer, £22.50, 020 3617 1166, genus.gs 
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GARDEN 
MASTERCLASS 


Garden Masterclass is Annie Guilfoyle and Noel Kingsbury and we offer 
a unique education portal for garden and landscape people. 


We seek out experts and innovators, whether well-known or waiting to be discovered. With them 


we organise live one-day workshops in garden venues up and down the British Isles. 
¢ 


Many of these are recorded, allowing others to share in the experience. 
¢ 
We produce educational webinars, the recordings of which are available from our website. 
2 
We commission films about exceptional gardens and their creators. 
5 
Our membership scheme gives access to exclusive live and web-based events, discounts on webinars and 
recordings and access to an extensive online library of garden programming in video and podcast format. 
a4 
Some of what we do is free! Thursday Garden Chat is our weekly public service broadcast to the 
global garden community, 69m London time. All are recorded for YouTube and website viewing. 
a4 
We have over fifty hours of recorded webinars, seventy hours of free public viewing 
along with seventy hours viewing exclusively for our members. 


Here are just some of our world class contributors: 
Piet Oudolf, Dan Pearson, Jacqueline van der Kloet, Prof James Hitchmough, Caroline Jackson, Tom Stuart-Smith, Rosy Hardy, 
Midori Shintani, Panayoti Kelaides, Jason Ingram, Brigitte Girling, Miguel Urquijo, Lisa Roper, Neil Lucas, Sarah Price, Pradip Krishen, 
Prof Nigel Dunnett and many, many more... 


All dates and information are correct at time of going to press. 
Please check our website for all up to date information and events or contact us by email: a a 
gardenmasterclass.org | gardenmasterclass@gmail.com oe Se 
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HARRISS 


Charlotte Harris is one of the UK’s 
most exciting designers with a string 
of awards under her belt — including 
two gold medals at the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show — and is co-founder 
of Harris Bugg Studio with Hugo 
Bugg, a practice well known for its 
range of projects. Here Charlotte 
reveals her go-to garden stalwarts, 
the must-have plants she uses all 
the time for year-round interest, or 
to fit particular needs or situations 
or functions in the garden, and that 
she turns back to again and again. 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


= CHARLOTTE 


essential garden plants 
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Annuals and biennials 


1 CALENDULA OFFICINALIS ‘INDIAN PRINCE’ 
Exuberant calendulas are indispensable in gardens 
of every size. This fine cultivar is burnt orange 
with a rich russet heart. Height (H) 75cm. 

Spread (S) 45cm. Conditions (C) Well-drained 
chalk, loam, sand; full sun to part shade. 

Season of Interest (SI) May — October. 

Hardiness Ratings (HR) RHS H5, USDA 2a-11'. 


2 LUNARIA ANNUA ‘CORFU BLUE’ I love honesty 
for the contrast between boisterous cheer in 
spring and the later elegant papery seedpods. 
This cultivar is lovely in gardens, bringing a 
slightly more refined yet still spirited presence 
with rich purple stems, violet-blue flowers and 
purple-flushed, silver seedpods. AGM*. H 90cm. 
S 75cm. C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun 

to part shade. SI Spring. HR RHS H6. 


3 PANICUM MILIACEUM ‘VIOLACEUM’ At a recent 
open day at Perch Hill, Sarah Raven raved about 
this annual panicum, and I can see why. Its 
bountiful green and purple seed tassels animate 
containers, fill in borders, and contrast well with 
bright colours. H 90cm. S 30cm. C Well-drained 
chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI July — October. 


4 SMYRNIUM PERFOLIATUM | love this biennial 
for its early season injections of acidic lime on 
sturdy umbels that light up dappled areas in and 
around the base of trees. It self-seeds, so will 
meander nicely. We use it with ferns, epimediums 
and Melica altissima ‘Alba. Good foliage for cut 
flowers. H 80cm. S 40cm. C Moist but well-drained 
soil; full sun to part shade. SI April —- May. HR RHS 
H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


Bulbs 


5 CAMASSIA CUSICKII Spires of pale-blue, starry 
flowers in May and June, perfect for planting in 
swathes and weaving through damp meadows or 
around water. Will enjoy both sun and dappled 
shade, so a good way to connect spaces and give 
rhythm. H 60cm. S 10cm. C Moist but 
well-drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun to part 
shade. SI May — June. HR RHS H4, USDA 3a-11. 


6 CROCUS TOMMASINIANUS The lilac-purple 
goblets and warm-orange stamens of the early 
crocus are a welcome herald of spring, both for us 
and any pollinators out roaming on milder days. 
Let it meander naturally through grass, borders 
and woodland edges. AGM. H 10cm. S 3cm. 

C Well-drained soil; full sun. SI February — March. 
HR RHS H6, USDA 6a-8b. 


7 LILIUM ‘CLAUDE SHRIDE’ The most beautiful 
of the Turk’s cap lilies. Its striking and graceful 
flowers are a regal shade of dark wine-red flecked 
with gold, and give way to handsome and long- 
lasting seedheads. Plant in swathes in deep soils 
but watch out for pesky lily beetles and their 
shredding powers. H 1.2m. S 25cm. C Moist but 


well-drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun to part 
shade. SI July — August. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-&b. 


8 NARCISSUS POETICUS It’s hard to pick just one 
narcissus, but the pheasant’s eye is the epitome 

of style, with crisp, white petals and an egg-yellow 
heart outlined delicately in red. Full of fragrance, 
good for naturalising and lovely as a cut flower. 
AGM. H 35cm. $ 10cm. C Moist but well-drained 
soil; full sun to part shade. SI March — May. 

HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-10b. 


9 SCILLA LUCILIAE Pop them in pots, in gravel, 

at the front of beds, through grass or under 
deciduous trees and shrubs in large swathes to 
enjoy the sparkling blue of the small starry flowers 
with their white-blue centres. AGM. H 15cm. 

S 10cm. C Well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. 
SI March. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-7b. 


10 TULIPA SPRENGERI This elegant species tulip 
flowers into June with a brazen scarlet and a hint 
of gold. It is tolerant of dappled shade and 
breathtaking when it naturalises and drifts. The 
seedheads are attractive in their own right. AGM. 
H 40cm. S 10cm. C Moist but well-drained soil, 
chalk, loam, sand; full sun to part shade. SI May — 
June. HR RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


Ferns and grasses 


11 CALAMAGROSTIS BRACHYTRICHA 

The strappy foliage of this deciduous grass 
provides early season green, while the translucent 
plumes of silvery-pink feathers arrive in July. A 
helpful textural stitch from sun to dappled shade, 
giving rhythm in clumps. AGM. H 1.5m. S 90cm. 
C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. 
SI July — August. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


12 DRYOPTERIS WALLICHIANA A dignified 
and handsome fern, rising shuttlecock-like in 
spring. The glossiness of the mid-green foliage 
is particularly valuable in shadier, drier spaces, 
while a dark-brown midrib gives extra oomph. 
AGM. H 90cm. S 75cm. C Well-drained soil: 

full sun to part shade. SI May — September. 

HR RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


13 MELICA ALTISSIMA ‘ALBA A grass to animate 
and brighten woodland planting in the first half 
of the year. The flowers resemble droplets of water 
held delicately above green foliage. It can start to 
look tired later in the season, so weave through 
successional planting or a more structured grass 
such as Hakonechloa macra. H 80cm. S 60cm. 

C Fertile, well-drained soil: full sun to part shade. 

SI Flowers May — June. HR RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


14 MISCANTHUS SINENSIS ‘YAKUSHIMA 
DWARF’ This compact cultivar of the 
magnificent ornamental grass has feathery, 
musky plumes that shimmer to silver as 
they mature. H 80cm. S 30cm. C Moist but 
well-drained soil; full sun. SI Flowers August — 
October. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. [> 


*Ho ds an Award of Garden Mer t from the Roya Hort cu tura Soc ety. Hard ness ratings given where available. 
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GREAT PLANTS 


The most beautiful of the Turk’s 
cap lilies, Lilium ‘Claude Shride' is 
striking and graceful with flowers 


a regal shade of dark wine-red 


[> 15 ONOCLEA SENSIBILIS Simple, broad fronds 
open out a pinky-red and mature to apple green. 
Plant in swathes for a naturalistic effect, but keep 
sheltered and in light shade; its common name is 
sensitive fern for a reason. AGM. H 90cm. S 2m. 

C Moist but well-drained clay, loam, sand; full sun to 
part shade. SI May — July. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


16 SESLERIA AUTUMNALIS Straddling both part- 
shade and sun, this well-behaved grass is useful 

as groundcover or understorey, and for planting 
through. Fresh-green spring foliage is joined in 
summer by airy flower spikes of silver that evolve 
to biscuit brown. AGM. H 1m. S 60cm. C Moist but 
well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. SI June — 
October. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


17 SPOROBOLUS HETEROLEPIS The fine arching 
foliage and diaphanous clouds of frothy flowers 
create a shimmering effect that looks great when 
punctuated by other seedheads. A very special grass 
for a hot, dry spot. H 90cm. S 60cm. C Well- 
drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI Flowers July — 
September. HR RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 


Perennials 


18 ACHILLEA ‘MONDPAGODE’ Achilleas are 
indispensable in many settings and ‘Mondpagode’ 
is particularly attractive. Soft lemon-yellow buds 
open to creamy flat umbels held above grey-green 
filigree leaves. AGM. H 75cm. S 60cm. C Moist but 
well-drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI May — 
August. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


19 ACTAEA ‘QUEEN OF SHEBA' Chocolatey, finely 
cut foliage lends this actaea a particular airiness 
and elegance. Tall stems of headily fragrant flowers 
arch, twist and swoop, giving height and animation 
as well as drawing in pollinators. H 2.4m. S 60cm. 
C Moist, fertile, humus-rich clay, loam; partial 
shade. SI August — October. HR USDA 4a-8b. 


20 AMSONIA ILLUSTRIS The stand-out star of our 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2021 garden, with pale- 
blue flowers, an attractive clumping form and 
splendid autumn colour. Leaves turn from 
mid-green to butter and bronze, with attractive 
seedheads held aloft. H 1m. S 30cm. C Moist, well- 
drained soil; full sun to part shade. SI 

June — October. HR USDA 5a-9b. 


21 ANEMONE HUPEHENSIS ‘HADSPEN 
ABUNDANCE’ Invaluable for late-season colour, 
whether in light shade or sun. The alternating 
lighter and darker petals of the pink flowers are 
particularly fetching, and the golden stamens 
add interest. AGM. H 1m. S 50cm. C Moist but 
well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. SI July — 
September. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


22 ARALIA CORDATA Growing as wide as it is 
high, its scale means it holds space gracefully in 
a woodland-edge planting palette. The foliage 

is a wonderful complement to companion shade 
plants, and the creamy flower umbels turn to 


dark jewel-like berries. The young shoots are 
edible, and a great delicacy in Japan, China and 
Korea. H 1.2m. $ 1.2m. C Moist but well-drained 
clay, loam, sand; full sun to part shade. SI July — 
September. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


23 ARTEMISIA LUDOVICIANA ‘VALERIE FINNIS’ 
A terrific foliage plant of ghostly silver-green for 
sunny spots. The leaves are broader and less finely 
cut than other artemisias, providing visual contrast 
to more feathery textures in the gravel garden. 
Offers a punch of colour with plums, purples and 
pinks. AGM. H 70cm. S 60cm. C Well-drained 
chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI July — August. 

HR RHS H6, USDA 5a-10b. 


24 ARUNCUS ‘HORATIO’ Graceful spikes 

of creamy flowers on red stems, light up shady 
spaces. In autumn, these hold their structure 

well, becoming deliciously biscuity, while the ferny 
foliage turns a spectacular coral-red. Best planted 
in groups. H 1.2m. S$ 50cm. C Moist but well- 
drained to poorly drained clay, loam; full sun to part 
shade. SI May — July. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-7b. 


25 ASTRANTIA ‘ROMA This masterwort is a 
vigorous performer with great colour, character 
and presence, flowering from June to September. 
Long-lasting and abundant pincushions of 

dusky pink bracts and paler centres set off darker 
pink stamens. AGM. H 90cm. S 60cm. C Moist but 
well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. SI June — 
September. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-7b. 


26 BEESIA CALTHIFOLIA A class act among 
woodlanders, with glossy, deep-green, heart- 
shaped foliage and marbled veining. Delicate white 
stars held on wiry vertical stems flower all spring 
and summer, eventually turning to bobbing 
seedheads. Best used in drifts. H 30cm. $ 30cm. 

C Moist but well-drained loam; partial to full shade. 
SI June — July. HR RHS H6, USDA 6a-8b. 


27 BERGENIA CILIATA ‘WILTON’ Its large hirsute 
leaves are a wonderful mid-green that can turn rich 
red in autumn, and provide moments of calm 
among other woodland textures. If you can keep 
mice from snacking on the flowers in spring, 
they’re lovely as seedheads. H 30cm. S 45cm. 

C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. 
SI June — July. HR RHS H4, USDA 3a-8b. 


28 BOEHMERIA JAPONICA A very special 
injection into shade planting, with a slightly 
exotic feel to its nettle-like serrated leaf. Unlike 
nettles, though, it’s compellingly strokable. 
Gentle tasseled flowers in late summer. H 1.2m. 
$ 1.2-1.5m. C Moist but well-drained soil; sun to 
part shade. SI August. HR USDA 5a-8b. 


29 BUPLEURUM FALCATUM Airy structure 

and light umbels of zesty yellow enliven planting 
with pinpricks of sparkle. Undemanding apart 
from its need for very well-drained soil. H 60cm. 
S 20cm. C Well-drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun. 
SI June — July. HR RHS H4, USDA 3a-9b. 
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30 CENTRANTHUS LECOQII The lilac flowers of 
this pretty Mediterranean valerian are softer and 
more subtle than the pink of our native 
Centranthus ruber, and it is less forceful in its 
self-seeding. Very at ease in hot, dry conditions. 

H 60cm. S 50cm. C Well-drained chalk, loam, sand; 
full sun. SI July - October. HR USDA 5a-8b. 


31 CRAMBE MARITIMA Sea kale is a coastal native 
to the south of the UK, famously seen in Derek 
Jarman’s garden alongside California poppies. The 
crinkly, chunky, glaucous leaf is a good foil for 
gravel gardens and its foaming, tiny white flowers 
are a boon for insects. H 50cm-1m. S 10-50cm. 

C Well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. 

SI May — July. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


32 CROCOSMIA ‘HELLFIRE’ Crocosmias keenly 
evoke memories of gardening with my mother, 
which is one of the reasons I hold them so dear. 
This new cultivar has stunning crimson flowers 
and a more controllable swagger than ‘Lucifer’ 
and the like. AGM. H 1m. S 45cm. C Moist but 
well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. SI July — 
September. HR RHS H5, USDA 7a-9b. 


33 CYNARA CARDUNCULUS ‘VIOLET DE 
PROVENCE’ Globe artichokes make architectural 
and beautiful interjections to the ornamental 
garden. This is a fine-flavoured early cropping 
cultivar, with strong violet buds that contrast well 
with the grey-green foliage. If left unpicked, they 
open to luminous and imperial purple, thistle 
flowerheads. H 1.5m. S 60cm. C Well-drained 
chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI June — September. 
HR USDA 7a-9b. 


34 DICENTRA FORMOSA ‘LANGTREES’ This 
versatile woodlander has unusually glaucous 
foliage, which is helpful when combined with 
greener shade lovers. Its ferny foliage makes a good 
groundcover and sprays of white, heart-shaped 
flowers with the faintest blush of pink appear in late 
spring; they last well in cooler conditions. AGM. 

H 30cm. S 45cm. C Moist but well-drained 

to poorly drained chalk, clay, loam; part shade. 

SI April — June. HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 


35 DIERAMA PULCHERRIMUM ‘BLACKBIRD’ 
The angel’s fishing rod is a show-stopper of a 
specimen plant. It can be slow to flower but is 
worth every moment of the wait. Graceful stems, 
a metre tall, arch lithely and hold clusters of 
plum-purple bells. H 1m. S 50cm. C Well-drained 
chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI July — August. 

HR RHS H4, USDA 7a-1Ob. 


36 DIGITALIS LUTEA We use this slender 
perennial foxglove often, especially when 

the scale of the space is not suitable for other 
foxgloves but a vertical accent is still required. 
Slim, lemon-yellow flowers contrast well with 
the deep-green leaves. Captivating with ferns 

in dappled light. AGM. H 90cm. S 30cm. 

C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun to full shade. 
SI June - July. HR RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. > 
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(> 37 DISPORUM LONGISTYLUM ‘GREEN GIANT’ 
Disporums are elegant in their own right, but they 
also associate well with many other plants, so you 
can use them to create planting connections in 
lightly shaded spaces. This cultivar is graceful and 
vase-shaped, with fine green leaves that emerge 
purple tinged and are followed by cream-green 
bell-shaped flowers. Tender in frost. H 1.8m. S 1m. 
C Moist, but well-drained clay, loam; part to full 
shade. SI May — June. HR USDA 6a-9b. 


38 EPIMEDIUM X VERSICOLOR ‘SULPHUREUM’ 
Semi-evergreen, this good groundcover for tough 
locations brings contrasting colour tones to 
woodland associations. Early and late foliage has 
bronze marbling, and is held on deep-red stems 
upon which lemon-yellow flowers nod in early 
spring. AGM. H 35cm. S 40cm. C Moist but well- 
drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun to full shade. 

SI March — April. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


39 ERYNGIUM X ZABELII ‘JOS EIJKING’ Of the 
many eryngiums to enjoy, this long-flowering 

sea holly is set apart by the intensity of its blue 
and its pleasing proportions. A striking presence 
in the border, and useful as a cut flower. H 70cm. 
S$ 50cm. C Well-drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun. 
SI July — September. HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 


40 EUPHORBIA PALUSTRIS This clump-forming 
evergreen boldly announces itself with vibrant, 
yellow-lime bracts atop rich-green foliage that 
mellows to butter and orange in autumn. Found in 
moist meadows, it associates well with camassias, 
primulas and irises, and can handle the dappled 
light of a woodland edge. AGM. H 1m. S$ 90cm. 

C Moist but well-drained clay, loam; full sun. 

SI May — June. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-10b. 


41 EUPHORBIA SEGUIERIANA A lovely textural 
euphorbia, bushy and bright, that combines well 
with metallic blues and wine reds. Stems tinged 
with red with fine needle-like leaves and an 
abundance of tiny acid-lime flowers. H 80cm. 

S 80cm. C Light, well-drained soil; full sun. 

SI June — August. HR RHS H5, USDA 6a-11. 


42 EURYBIA X HERVEY! Previously known as 
Aster macrophyllus “Twilight; this grafter is widely 
used for good reason. Robust, mildew-resistant, 
tolerant of dappled shade and loved by pollinators, 
its early season groundcover foliage is followed by 
upright stems hosting a profusion of lavender-blue 
flowers that turn to attractive senesced heads. 

H 1m. S 50cm. C Moist but well-drained clay, loam, 


sand; full sun to part shade. SI August — September. 


HR RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


43 GERANIUM HIMALAYENSE ‘GRAVETYE’ 

This steady and undemanding cultivar, with violet- 
blue flowers that have a pale centre and tints of 
maroon, is good for groundcover, connecting 
sunny and dappled shade plantings. In autumn, 


the foliage turns shades of orange and red. H 30cm. 


S 60cm. C Moist but well-drained soils; full sun to 
part shade. SI May — July. HR RHS H7, USDA 6a-9b. 


44 GILLENIA TRIFOLIATA An abundance of 

airy white flowers emerge from contrasting 

red calyces, and float above delicate mid-green 
foliage. In autumn, foliage is a rich orange and 
russet with burnt umber seedheads. Lovely for 
textural woodland-edge planting, with Iris sibirica 
or roses. AGM. H 1m. S 60cm. C Moist but 
well-drained clay, loam, sand; part shade. 

SI June — October. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


45 HELLEBORUS FOETIDUS WESTER FLISK 
GROUP I use hellebores a lot, valuing their 
evergreen optimism in late winter and early 
spring. Leaves are deeply cut, palmate fingers, 
their grey-green providing a good foil for the 
clusters of pale-green bells hanging from dark-red, 
upright stems. H 80cm. S 60cm. C Moist but 
well-drained chalk, clay, loam; full sun to part 
shade. SI January — April. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


46 HEUCHERA VILLOSA ‘AUTUMN BRIDE’ Plumes 
of creamy panicles held on arching stems above 
scalloped mid-green leaves. Planted en masse, this 
contributes a welcome freshness to late summer 
and early autumn. Leave plumes standing for 
winter interest. H 90cm. S 60cm. C Moist but 
well-drained, humus-rich soil; full sun to part shade. 
SI August — September. HR USDA 3a-9b. 


47 HOSTA ‘DEVON GREEN’ The classiest of all 
hostas. It has an upright habit and heart-shaped 
leaves with a gentle arching curve down and 
immaculate side veins. The glossy leaves give a 
good ping of light in more dappled settings, and 
they contrast well with ferns, grasses and more 
delicate or feathery elements. AGM. H 50cm. 

S 50cm. C Moist but well-drained clay, loam; part 
shade to full shade. SI Foliage May — August: 
flowers August. HR RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 


48 HYLOTELEPHIUM ‘JOSE AUBERGINE’ One of 
the finest of the purple sedums that performs for 
months and is both sturdy and resilient. Flat 
umbels of tiny pink-red flowers sit atop near-black 
fleshy leaves with a hint of grey well into autumn. 
H 50cm. S$ 50cm. C Well-drained chalk, loam, sand; 
full sun. SI July - September. HR USDA 4a-&b. 


49 HYSSOPUS OFFICINALIS Plant in a sunny spot 
with free-draining soil, and you will be rewarded 
with a constant buzz of pollinators. Spikes of 
indigo tubular flowers rise above dark-green leaves, 
which are a good contrast to silver greys. The 
aromatic leaves have a strong thyme-mint flavour 
and the edible flowers are beautiful sprinkled in 
salads. H 60cm. S 1m. C Moist but well-drained clay, 
loam; full sun to part shade. SI July - September. 
HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 


50 IRIS ‘PAPILLON’ The soft mid-blue flowers, 
with hints of yellow and white, have a luminous 
quality, and are lovely as cut flowers — but then 
you miss the handsome, long-lasting seedpods. 
H 90cm. S 50cm. C Moist but well-drained, 
moisture-retentive soil; full sun to part shade. 

SI June. HR RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
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The soft mid-blue flowers 
of Iris Papillon, with hints of 
yellow and white, have 
a luminous quality 


The opulent flowers of Penstemon 
‘Raven, in mellifluous deep purple, 
look just as good as cut flowers 
as they do in the garden 
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> 51 KALIMERIS INCISA ‘CHARLOTTE’ A long- 
flowering hard-worker with abundant chalky-lilac 
daisy flowers. It resembles an aster, but unlike asters 
doesn't fall foul of mildew. It can tolerate a little 
shade and looks wonderful with ferns, but also 
loves the full warmth of the sun. A firm favourite 
with pollinators. H 85cm. S 60cm. C Moist but 
well-drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI June — 
October. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


52 KIRENGESHOMA PALMATA One of my 
favourite woodlanders, its elegant palmate leaves 
are lovely in their own right, then it delivers 

the late-season gift of plump lemon-yellow 
flowers in woodland and shady spots. Native 

to mountainous woodland areas of Japan, it 
combines well with ferns and Hakonechloa macra. 
H 1.2m. S 75cm. C Moist but well-drained clay, 
loam, sand; full sun to part shade. SI August — 
September. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


53 LINARIA ‘PEACHY’ A slender, dreamy soul of 
a plant, perfect for weaving through a dry and 
sunny gravel garden. The soft cream, yellow, 
peach and purple flowers held up on vertical 
stems go from June to October, are very 
drought tolerant and look lovely in a vase. 

H 90cm. S 30-40cm. C Well-drained soil; full sun. 
SI June - October. HR USDA 5a-9b. 


54 MONARDA BRADBURYANA Robust, mildew- 
tolerant and resistant to deer and rabbits, this 
Monarda prefers sun, but can tolerate light 
shade, which makes it useful for connecting 
planting spaces. The pale lilac-pink flowers and 
aromatic leaves look good in a prairie-like 
setting with grasses and Rudbeckia. H 60cm. 

S 60cm. C Well-drained soil: full sun or part 
shade. SI May. HR USDA 5a-8b. 


55 NEPETA X FAASSENII Nepetas, such as this 
compact cultivar, N. racemosa ‘Walker’s Low’ and 
N. govaniana, appear in every garden we make. 
Lovely for edging and good under roses along 
with Salvia ‘Nachtvlinder. AGM. H 60cm. S 45cm. 
C Well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. SI June — 
September. HR RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


56 OENOTHERA LINDHEIMERI ‘WHIRLING 
BUTTERFLIES’ Its dancing white flowers with 
their pinkish hue animate the border. Incredibly 
useful for weaving through areas of planting. 
Good in pots with Anemanthele lessoniana, 
Tulbaghia violacea and Cosmos atrosanguineus. 
H 75cm. S 45cm. C Moist but well-drained chalk, 
loam, sand; full sun to part shade. SI May — 
September. HR RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. 


57 ORIGANUM LAEVIGATUM ‘HERRENHAUSEN’ 
A hardy marjoram that handles dry, sunny 
conditions in style and is perfect for edging. I love 
the contrast of the dark-green foliage and wiry 
stems against the tiny rich purple flowers, which 
are a butterfly magnet. AGM. H 60cm. S 45cm. 

C Well-drained chalk, loam, sand; full-sun. 

SI June — September. HR RHS H6, USDA 7a-10b. 


58 PAEONIA DAURICA SUBSP. 
MLOKOSEWITSCHII Ephemerally beautiful when 
she flowers, the plant nicknamed Molly the Witch 
gives us a fleeting week, a few days more if you're 
lucky, of her perfect bowls of lemon yellow with 
intricate golden stamens. AGM. H 60cm. S$ 50cm. 
C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. 
SI April - May. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


59 PAPAVER CAMBRICUM There is nothing 
sunnier than a swathe of the yellow Welsh poppy 
rambling through the wilder margins of a garden 
or in nooks and crannies around a house. Will 
self-seed with abandon. Warm red ‘Frances Perry’ 
is also of note for those with an unfathomable 
dislike of yellow. H 50cm. S 30cm. C Moist but 
well-drained clay, loam, sand; part shade. SI June — 
September. HR RHS H6, USDA 7a-8b. 


60 PAPAVER SOMNIFERUM ‘LAUREN’S GRAPE’ 
The lustrous purple colour and black mottling at 
the base of the petals combine to make this one 
of the most seductive poppies. The glaucous 
seedheads left behind after the flowers have died 
back are handsome in their own right as they 
senesce to deep brown. H 90cm. S 50cm. 

C Moist but well-drained chalk, loam; part shade. 
SI June — August. HR RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 


61 PATRINIA MONANDRA This tall, umbel-like 
valerian zings through planting. Its tiny flowers 
give the impression of puffs of yellow clouds, held 
on stems with hints of red and combined with 
chartreuse foliage. It packs a punch of colour 
alongside purples, wines and rusts, adding an 
elegant lightness, and is best planted individually 
rather than in swathes. H 1.3m. S 50cm. C Moist 
but well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. SI July — 
September. HR USDA 5a-9b. 


62 PENSTEMON ‘RAVEN’ Opulent foxglove-like 
flowers in mellifluous deep purple. This long- 
flowering sun-lover looks fabulous with pale 
blues and silvers. It looks just as good as a 

cut flower as it does in the garden. AGM. 

H 1m. S 30cm. C Well-drained chalk, loam, 

sand; full sun to part shade. SI June — October. 
HR RHS H3, USDA 9a-10b. 


63 PERSICARIA BISTORTA ‘SUPERBA Pale-pink 
bottlebrushes start in late spring, swaying above 
dense semi-evergreen leaves to give vertical 
interest. Vigorous, so plant at low densities, 

in moister conditions with irises and rodgersias. 
AGM. H 90cm. S 60cm. C Moist but well-drained 
soil; full sun to part shade. SI June — October. 

HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


64 PERSICARIA ‘INDIAN SUMMER’ The globular, 
bright-red flowers arrive in late summer and hold 
well into autumn. A good space connector with 
late-season colour that is shrubbier and more 
rotund than many persicarias and always alive 
with pollinators. H 70cm. S 50cm. C Moist but 
well-drained clay, loam, sand; full sun to part shade. 
SI August — October. HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. [> 


GREAT PLANTS 


54 


31 


>> 65 PHLOMOIDES TUBEROSA ‘AMAZONE’ The 
elegant, lilac whorls of this Jerusalem sage are 
held in rhythmic interludes above attractive 
arrow-shaped foliage. As they fade, the 
architectural seedheads deliver long-season 
value, with strong silhouettes and autumnal 
character, as well as food for birds come winter. 
Drought tolerant, reliable and low maintenance. 
AGM. H1.2m.$ 90cm. C Moist but well-drained 
chalk, loam, sand; full sun to part shade. SI July — 
August. HR RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


66 PHLOX PANICULATA ‘BLUE PARADISE’ I love 
the way the light makes the flowers on this phlox 

so captivating, shifting from darker blues to lilacs as 
the sun moves. Their fragrance, the way the blooms 
float above their sturdy tall stems, is so beguiling. 
Long-flowering, with good green foliage and 
resistance to powdery mildew. Straddles full sun 
and partial shade. H 1.2m. S 45cm. C Moist but 
well-drained chalk, clay, loam; full sun to part shade. 
SI June — September. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8&b. 


67 PRIMULA SIKKIMENSIS A good-sized 

primula with long, strong stems above tidy, 
well-proportioned leaves, carrying charming 
lemon-yellow bells that nod gently. Sweetly 
scented too. Beautiful in a streamside, bog or moist 
woodland garden. AGM. H 50cm. S 30cm. C Moist 
but well-drained loam; full sun to full shade. SI April 
— June. HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-7b. 


68 PYCNANTHEMUM MUTICUM A less 

thuggish member of the mint family, but still with 
expansionist tendencies, so plant with something 
that will hold its own. It delivers an attractive 
presence of silvery-grey with an aromatic, tactile 
heart-shaped leaf. H 80cm. S 50cm. C Moist but 
well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. SI July — 
September. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


69 RODGERSIA PODOPHYLLA ‘BRAUNLAUB’ 
Rodgersia is a go-to genus for us. Its large leaves 
contrast well with more delicate or strappy 
woodland plant combinations, creating moments 
of calm in dappled shade and waterside planting 
when used en masse. I especially love this cultivar 
for its foliage, which unfurls bronze and matures 
to deep green, before taking on gorgeous coppery 
autumn hues. H 90cm. S 90cm. C Moist but 
well-drained loam, clay; full sun to part shade. 

SI Flowers June — August; foliage spring and 
autumn. HR RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 
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70 SALVIA ‘AMISTAD’ This is a doer and a half. 
It is awash with velvety imperial purple flowers = 
from the start of summer until October and = 
sometimes even into November, especially = 
when regularly deadheaded. Midnight blue 
calyces and stems give it even more visual 
punch. It enjoys a sheltered sunny position 
and is easily grown in pots, provided you offer 
regular seaweed feeds. Loved by bees. AGM. 

H 1.2m. $ 50cm. C Moist but well-drained 
chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI June — October. 
HR RHS H3, USDA 9a-11. [> 
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> 71 SALVIA OFFICINALIS ‘BERGGARTEN’ 

A very useful evergreen foliage plant in sunny, 
sheltered planting where its large, oval, felted 
leaves act as a foil for frothier or more dissected 
plants that enjoy similar conditions, such as 
artemisia and rosemary. A good, tidy habit with 
insignificant pale-blue flowers. AGM. H 60cm. 
S 1m. C Well-drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun. 
SI May — August. HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


72 SANGUISORBA ‘TANNA’ The claret-coloured 
buttons, held on wiry stems, look beautiful 
punctuating frothy grasses, or simply planted 

in swathes on their own. This compact form 
delivers summer interest in smaller spaces and 

at the front of beds. AGM. H 50cm. S 40cm. 

C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. 
SI June — September. HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


73 SELINUM WALLICHIANUM When backlit by 

the afternoon sun, the cloud-like creamy umbels 

of this long-lasting showstopper seem to float hazily 
through planting. Make sure it has space to breathe: 
I weave it through planting and use near the front 
where its finely cut foliage and veined red stems 

can be enjoyed. AGM. H 1.2m. S 60cm. C Moist 

but well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. 

SI July — September. HR RHS H6, USDA 6a-9b. 


74 TEUCRIUM X LUCIDRYS This low-growing, 
evergreen trooper provides such pleasure, whether 
for its crinkled, glossy-green, aromatic foliage or 
its spires of pink flowers. Effective for hedging 

and edging, it contrasts well with silver-leaved 
plants. Clip after flowering. H 25cm. S 45cm. 

C Well-drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun. 

SI June — July. HR RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


75 THALICTRUM ACTAEIFOLIUM | fell in love with 
this delicate and compact Thalictrum at Elizabeth 
MacGregor’s nursery. Frothy, fluffy, white-tipped 
lilac flowers haze above very pleasing, actaea-like 
foliage. H 80cm. S 65cm. C Moist but well-drained 
chalk, clay, loam; part shade. SI June — August. 

HR USDA 5a-8b. 


76 TULBAGHIA VIOLACEA Society garlic is a must 
for its understated elegance, its clusters of lavender 
blooms and its scent. My most abiding memory of 
this plant is Tom Stuart-Smith’s use of it woven 
strongly through a simple mix of massed Stipa 
tenuissima, rosemary and lavender around olives 
and citrus trees at Le Jardin Secret, Marrakech. 
AGM. H 60cm. S 25cm. C Well-drained loam, 
sand; full sun. SI July - September. HR RHS H3, 
USDA 7a-10b. 


77 VANCOUVERIA HEXANDRA This exquisite 
shade perennial is slow-growing but worth every 
moment of your patience. Delicate wire stems hold 
the daintiest of creamy flowers in late spring and 
early summer. I’m not sure there is a more beautiful 
leaf to be found than this: it emerges pea green and 
vaguely heart-shaped. H 40cm. S 40cm. C Moist 
but well-drained clay, loam, sand; part shade. 

SI May — June. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-7b. 
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78 VERBASCUM CHAIXII A favourite vertical 
accent for sunny spots, particularly effective when 
randomly woven through a well-drained gravel 
garden. This medium-height, slender form may 
not have the bombastic branching of some of its 
cousins, but it is both useful and beautiful. H 90cm. 
S 60cm. C Well-drained chalk, loam; full sun. SI July 
— August. HR RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 


79 VERBENA OFFICINALIS VAR. GRANDIFLORA 
‘BAMPTON’ This vervain’s chalky, lilac-pink stars 
dance airily on dark wiry stems and gently serrated 
small leaves. It rambles through gravelly spots in 
our garden, taking on more dramatic foliage colour 
in the hotter spots. It also looks good in pots with 
richly coloured dahlias. H 1m. $ 50-75cm. C Moist 
but well-drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI June 
— September. HR RHS H6. 


Shrubs, climbers and roses 


80 BALLOTA PSEUDODICTAMNUS False dittany is 
an essential in a gravel or rock garden, thriving in 
poor soil that is well-drained. A tactile small 
evergreen shrub with ash-grey stems, felty green- 
grey leaves, and tiny, pale-pink flowers in summer. 
Chop back hard in spring to prevent legginess. 
AGM. H10-50cm. $ 10-50cm. C Well-drained 
chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI July — August. 

HR RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 


81 CAMELLIA SASANQUA These autumn and 
winter-flowering camellias provide colour and 
fragrance when it’s needed most. They are more 
reserved and refined than their spring-flowering 
cousins, and can illuminate shadier, sheltered spots. 
I prefer the pale pinks and whites: C. sasanqua 
‘Narumigata is a favourite. H 2.5-4m. S$ 1.5-2.5m. 

C Moist but well-drained clay, loam, sand; full 

shade to full sun. SI October — December. 

HR RHS H4, USDA 7a-9b. 


82 HAMAMELIS X INTERMEDIA ‘ARNOLD 
PROMISE’ I love the vase-like form of witch hazels 
and their spidery, bright flowers in January with 
heady fragrance. We use the yellows of this cultivar 
and ‘Pallida’ and the burnt orange of Jelena, 
underplanted with snowdrops. At home we 

have them in pots to brighten the front doorstep, 
planted in ericaceous compost with good drainage. 
AGM. H 4m.$ 4m. C Moist but well-drained 

clay, loam, sand; full sun to part shade. SI Red 

or yellow leaves in autumn; flowers late winter. 

HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


83 HYDRANGEA QUERCIFOLIA Autumn is 
when this shrub takes its star turn: the leaves 
turn an array of intense bronze, orange and red, 
giving glimpses of the attractive bark before 
they fall. Make sure this hydrangea has space to 
flex into; we use it in shrub borders or in more 
relaxed transitional spaces. The creamy-white 
summer flowers are the icing on the cake. 

H 2m. S$ 2.5m. C Moist but well-drained clay, 
loam, sand; full sun to part shade. SI Red and 


purple autumn leaves; flowers July — September. 
HR RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


84 HYDRANGEA SEEMANNII It’s taken a couple 
of years to settle in, but this evergreen climbing 
hydrangea is now happily romping and flowering 
away in my garden at home, holding itself to the 
wall via aerial roots, so there is no need for wires or 
frames. It’s in a slightly shady corner, so the glossy 
mid-green leaves help to reflect light and the green- 
tinged, white lacecaps are luminously beautiful. 

H 10m. S 3m. C Moist but well-drained clay, loam, 
sand; full sun, part shade and full shade. SI June — 
September. HR RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 


85 OSMANTHUS HETEROPHYLLUS We like to use 
this evergreen shrub for cloud hedging. Its leaves 
resemble a slightly smaller and more elegant holly, 
and are a shade of deep green that would make 
Farrow & Ball envious. Produces small, headily 
fragrant creamy flowers in October. H 3m. 

S 2.7m. C Moist but well-drained soil; full sun 

to part shade. SI Flowers late summer — autumn. 
HR RHS H5, USDA 7a-9b. 


86 ROSA GLAUCA Has the look of a wild rose 
while having a good manageable character. The 
attractively glaucous foliage on deep-red stems is 
followed by small, hot-pink flowers with white 
centres and yellow stamens, and glorious jewel- 
like red hips that complete the show in autumn. 
Perfect for a naturalistic garden. AGM. H 1.8m. 

S 1.5m. C Moist but well-drained soils; full sun. 

SI Flowers June — August followed by hips in 
autumn. HR RHS H7, USDA 2a-8b. 


87 ROSA X ODORATA ‘MUTABILIS’ If I could 
plant just one rose it would be this. Elegant single 
blooms unfurl in kaleidoscopic colours from ivory 
through soft honey to peach; from champagne 
pink to deep cerise, and more. Will flower away 
happily from June; mine at home is still 
enthusiastically going in mid-November. I love it 
surrounded by planting of limes, pale pinks and 
maroons. AGM. H 2m. $ 2.5m. C Moist but 
well-drained soil; full sun. SI Flowers July — 
September. HR RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


88 ROSA ‘THE GENEROUS GARDENER’ 
(=‘AUSDRAWN’) A terrific climbing rose that has 
a knockout musky fragrance, delicate and graceful 
good looks, and plentiful repeat flowering of its 
lovely pale-pink blooms. It is also hard-working 
and adaptable, happily establishing in all aspects 
and soils, and from sun to partial shade. AGM. 

H 4.5m. S 2.5-4m. C Moist but well-drained soil; 
full sun to part shade. SI Flowers June — August. 
HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-10b. 


89 SALVIA ROSMARINUS ‘MISS JESSOPP’S 
UPRIGHT’ Compact rosemary with upright 
habit. Light-blue flowers in spring and early 
summer above aromatic, dark-green foliage. 
AGM. H 2m. $ 2m. C Moist but well-drained chalk, 
loam, sand; full sun. SI Flowers May — June. 

HR RHS H4, USDA 6a-10b. [> 
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> 90 VIBURNUM FURCATUM My favourite 
viburnum, possibly my favourite shrub, which 

I discovered at the treasure trove that is Crig Farm 
Plants. Round, pleated leaves start a wonderful 
green, followed by almond-scented lace-cap 
flowers in May. In autumn, the foliage diffuses to 
yellow, orange and finally red leaf edges. A very 
special thing for a dappled edge. AGM. H 2.5-4m. 
S 2.5-4m. C Moist but well-drained loam; full sun. 
SI Spring — autumn. HR RHS H6, USDA 6a-10b. 


‘Trees 


91 ALBIZIA JULIBRISSIN The silk tree has filigree, 
pinnate leaves and, in summer, fluffy pink flowers 
that look like a drag queen’s eyelashes. A small 
deciduous tree that brings a touch of the exotic to 
town or city gardens, and is also ideal for large pots. 
Protect in cold winters. H 4-8m. S 2.5-4m. C Well- 
drained chalk, loam, sand; full sun. SI Flowers in 
summer. Pods in winter. HR RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. 


92 BETULA NIGRA The most charismatic of the 
birches, with handsome furrowed bark of cream, 
cinnamon and bronze to provide valuable winter 
structure. Attractive spring catkins and mid-green 
leaves form an airy, open canopy. The river birch is 
associated with watery settings but can handle 
drier conditions once established. Just as good in 
cities as it is in the countryside. H 12m+. S 4-8m. 

C Moist but well-drained soil: full sun to part shade. 
SI Flowers spring; yellow leaves autumn. 

HR RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 


93 CERCIDIPHYLLUM JAPONICUM This graceful 
tree’s heart-shaped leaves turn from fresh green to 
spectacular yellows, oranges and pinks in autumn 
— the colour is more intense on more acidic soils — 
and have an intoxicating candyfloss scent in late 
summer and early autumn. AGM. H 12m+.S 8m+. 
C Moist but well-drained chalk, clay, loam; full sun to 
part shade. SI Autumn foliage. HR RHS H5, 

USDA 4a-8b. 


94 CRATAEGUS MONOGYNA Does anything beat 
seeing clouds of hawthorn flowers in spring, or 
their rich autumnal berries? Whether used as 

a specimen or a hedge, the humble common 
hawthorn is versatile and reliable, and a welcome 
home for wildlife. H 4-8m. S 4-8m. C Moist but 
well-drained soil; full sun to part shade. SI Flowers in 
spring; berries in autumn. HR RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


95 ERIOBOTRYA JAPONICA A small tree of 
strong architectural qualities for more sheltered 
gardens. The evergreen, bold leaves introduce a 
tropical feel, with new growth an attractive 
mid-green. Buy as a shrub and then lift the lower 
canopy gently as it grows to form a small multi- 
stemmed tree. In warmer years, they are 
followed by prodigious amounts of sharply 
flavoured fruits to eat, pickle or juice. AGM. 

H 4-8m. S 4-8m. C Well-drained soil; full sun. 

SI Flowers autumn — winter; fruit spring. 

HR RHS H4, USDA 8a-10b. 


96 GLEDITSIA TRIACANTHOS F. INERMIS 

The thornless honey locust is an undemanding, 
graceful tree, well suited to the rigours of climate 
change, including pollution, dry weather, flash 
floods and coastal conditions. Deciduous pinnate 
leaves, green in summer and buttery in autumn, 
throw lovely dappling. The insignificant visual 
impact of the flowering racemes belies their high 
nectar value. H 12m+. S 8m+. C Moist but well- 
drained soil; full sun. SI Yellow leaves in autumn; 
seed pods after flowering through winter. 

HR RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


97 HALESIA CAROLINA The snowdrop tree, as its 
name suggests, displays a mass of small, white bells 
in summer. Martin Crawford of the Agroforestry 
Research Trust in Totnes, Devon, shared with us 
how the unripened fruits are edible, with a pea-like 
flavour, and thereafter we included it in the Kitchen 
Garden at RHS Garden Bridgewater. The winged 
fruit persists through autumn and winter, giving 

a good seasonal run. A graceful presence as a 
specimen tree. H 8-12m. S 4-8m.C Moist but 
well-drained clay, loam, sand; full sun to part shade. 
SI Flowers spring. HR RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 


98 MALUS X ROBUSTA ‘RED SENTINEL It’s hard 
to pick a favourite crab apple, but “Red Sentinel’ 
tops the bill for its pale-pink and white blossoms 
and its ruby-red berries — better than any shop- 
bought tree decoration — that last long into winter. 
It is a fantastic specimen tree for a small garden, or 
combined with others as a grove. Robust, pollution 
tolerant and wildlife friendly. AGM. H 4-8m. 

S 4-8m. C Moist but well-drained chalk, clay, loam, 
sand; full sun to part shade. SI Flowers spring; fruits 
autumn into winter. HR RHS H6. 


99 NYSSA SYLVATICA A distinguished, pyramidal 
tree whose branches droop elegantly at the ends. 
The glossy green leaves turn magnificently fiery in 
autumn: when set by water, the effect is arresting. 
I would love to see this characterful tree planted 
more frequently, especially in urban settings — it is 
slow growing but tough, able to grow in poor, 
heavy soils in both dry and wet conditions. 

H 12m+.S 8m+. C Well-drained clay, loam, sand; 
full sun. SI Leaves red and yellow in autumn. 

HR RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


100 OSTRYA CARPINIFOLIA In spring, the hop 
hornbeam produces creamy-white flowers that 
resemble hops, alongside yellow-green catkins. Will 
thrive in most conditions, but for best flowers and 
autumn colour it needs a sunny position and space 
to reach its full potential, so is best planted in a 
large garden. H 12-17m. S 9-12m. C Moist but well- 
drained, acidic, humus-rich, soil; full sun to part 
shade. SI April. HR USDA 5a-9b. 0 


Many of Charlotte’s choices can be found at 
crocus.co.uk where Gardens /I/ustrated readers 
can enjoy a 10 per cent discount on plants 
throughout January. See page 111 for details. 
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98 MAAYKE DE RIDDER; 99 JASON INGRAM; 100 FLORAPIX 


Malus x robusta ‘Red Sentinel 
tops the bill for its pale-pink and 
white blossoms and ruby-red 
berries that last long into winter 


You don’t have to know 
what a growth stock is 
to invest with us. 


Your time is precious. Invest with Alliance Trust. 


With Alliance Trust, our 10 Stock Pickers have 
constructed a ready-made, global equity portfolio.’ 
Full of their best investment opportunities, it aims to 
outperform world stock markets over the long term, 
while shielding you from the risks of investing with one 
fund manager.” So you can invest while spending more 
time on the things you love, without needing to learn 
about growth or value stocks. 


Invest with ease in a Trust you can trust at 
alliancetrust.co.uk/relax 


Alliance Trust 


INVESTING FOR GENERATIONS 


When investing, your capital is at risk. The value of your investment may rise or fall as a result of market fluctuations and 
you might get back less than you invested. TWIM is the authorised Alternative Investment Fund Manager of Alliance Trust PLC. 
TWIM is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Alliance Trust PLC is listed on the London Stock Exchange 
and is registered in Scotland No SC1731. Registered office: River Court, 5 West Victoria Dock Road, Dundee DD1 3JT. Alliance Trust 
PLC is not authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and gives no financial or investment advice. 


1. As rated by Willis Towers Watson. 2. MSCI All Country World Index. 
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GARDENING TALENT 


KATY 
MERRINGTON 


A degree in fine art and an admiration 
for gardeners with other creative outlets 
has led Katy to take on the new garden 
at The Hepworth Wakefield gallery 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


First plant love The peashooters my grandad made for 

me and my brothers using the naturally hollow stalk of 

a courgette and freshly podded peas from his veg patch. We 
could fire the peas at one another, then eat them afterwards. 
Have you always been a gardener? | studied fine art 

at university and worked in various jobs within the arts 
before | grew to adore gardening through my allotment. 
When | realised you could train as a professional 
horticulturist, | never looked back. 

Who are your horticultural heroes? Gardening sharpens 
your sense of looking, and many great gardeners 
symbiotically fed this into other creative outlets: writing, 
photography, film and art. I'm inspired by the likes of Valerie 
Finnis, Beatrix Potter, Derek Jarman, Vita Sackville-West and 
Cedric Morris, who didn't confine their creativity to the 
garden. They strove to communicate and capture their 
passion, energy and observations in other ways too. 

A garden that has influenced you Tresco Abbey Garden 
on the Isles of Scilly. The planting there has a magical 
otherworldliness to it: as if a child’s drawing of a garden 

has come to life. 

Three worthwhile tips for every gardener Know your 

soil, choose the right plant to suit your space, and put 

the tools away properly at the end of the day. 

Most valuable training Gardeners are always learning how 
their interventions affect plant growth. As the first custodian 
of the new garden at The Hepworth Wakefield gallery, | have 
an amazing opportunity to nurture an entirely new living 
composition as it develops. 

Dream plant destination It would be great to be able to 
time travel and see the way people cultivated plants in 
different times and cultures. Or see where you garden 

now, 10 years ago, 100 years ago or 1,000 years ago. 

What principles guide your attitude to horticulture? 
Everything is connected. The micro-organisms in the soil, 
the fungal networks that feed the trees, the insects that 
pollinate the flowers, the birds that eat the insects. We're 
part of this network and need to work in harmony with it. 

In what direction do you see horticulture heading in 

the next few years? | see gardens as habitats for our 
future, as hopeful places for healthy urban living — spaces 
to create experiences and make memories. 

Instagram @katymerrington and @hepworthwakefield 
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Some of Patricia’s snowdrops 
flower at the same time as 
winter aconites, Eranthis 


hyemalis, although she keeps es 

them separate, pairing them wit =| 

foliage plants such as box al ani ~~ \ 
Arum itdlicum ‘Marmoratum, pay. 
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all me when it’s dark, otherwise, I am gardening,” says Patricia Elkington when 

I contact her to arrange an interview. The garden to which Patricia is so attached is 
in the village of Crawley in Hampshire, and was her childhood home. She and her 
husband moved in with their children in 1976 and set about gardening with intent 
once their four sons “had stopped playing football and hurting all the plants”. 

The garden comprises several different areas — a pond garden, a lawn, an 
orchard, a vegetable garden and woodland walk — with large herbaceous beds throughout. 

Over the years, Patricia has fallen for a number of different plant families. Eryngiums and hardy 
geraniums were early passions, but spring bulbs are her most enduring loves. “They come up and 
look marvellous before the remaining ingredients of the garden have got going,’ she says. 

Her garden bears witness to this, covered as it is in washes of colour even in the depths of winter. 
In February, rivers of golden winter aconites emerge, followed by thousands of lavender Crocus 
tommasinianus under the apple trees, and later there is a succession of Narcissus “White Lady, 
snake’s head fritillaries and Allium nigrum. But the earliest bulbs to emerge are the snowdrops, 
some of which, such as Galanthus elwesti Hiemalis Group, flower before Christmas. 

Her interest was aroused around 15 years ago, when renowned galanthophile Michael 
Baron gave her a present of several Galanthus cultivars, including ‘Curly’, a late-flowering 
cultivar with attractively arched leaves. “The snowdrops loved the free-draining chalk here 
and I loved seeing their dancing white buds against the bare earth,” says Patricia. 

She now has around 70 distinctly different cultivars (she’s at pains to point out that really 
ardent collectors might have upwards of 200) and prefers those with green markings, which 
she finds more natural-looking than the yellow cultivars. Among her favourites are G. “Wasp; 

a slender type she describes as “like a wasp taking off”, the vigorous G.“Trumps and her [> 


In February, rivers of golden winter 
aconites emerge, followed by Crocus. 
But the earliest bulbs are the snowdrops 
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Top snowdrops at Little Court 


1 Galanthus ‘Grumpy’s Brother’ A new cultivar discovered by Patricia in her garden 
and thought to be a variant of G. plicatus subsp. byzantinus. It has puckered petals and 
similar sad ‘face’ markings to G. elwesii ‘Grumpy’. 12cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7bt. 

2 Galanthus ‘Lord Lieutenant’ A tall, strong-growing cultivar with a vivid 
green ‘X’ onits inner petals. Flowerheads are held at a 45-degree angle to the stem, 
rather than hanging more vertically. 25cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

3 Galanthus nivalis ‘Angelique’ The inner petals of this dainty little plant 
are clearly marked with two light-green dots, and are almost as long 
as the outer segments. 15cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

4 Galanthus ‘Atkinsii’ Tall stature, prominent heart-shaped markings on the 
inner petals and erect leaves are the characteristics of this handsome plant, which 
flowers early and bulks up well. 25cm. AGM*. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

5 Galanthus elwesii ‘Moya’s Green’ Expect to pay around £45 a bulb for this 
elegant, much sought-after cultivar whose outer segments have markings 
washed in the palest green. 18cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

6 Galanthus ‘Jade’ A lovely green-marked snowdrop originating 
from naturalised G. nivalis with slender segments and an arrow-like, 
pale-green stripe on the outer tips. 1Ocm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

7 Galanthus ‘Wasp’ This eye-catching cultivar has long, slender outer segments 
that open to give a most striking, delicately flared appearance. The shorter, inner 
petals have a green ‘X’ that fades up to the ovary. Distinctly different and 
a vigorous spreader, this is rightly popular. 20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

8 Galanthus ‘Straffan’ This Irish cultivar might not get going until March, but it’s well worth 
waiting for, producing two flower stems or scapes per bulb. 12cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 
9 Galanthus elwesii ‘Rosemary Burnham’ Inner petals of almost solid green contrast 
with the outer segments, which appear delicately striped. Forms small, tight clumps with 
relatively wide leaves and does best in shade. 10-15cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

10 Galanthus plicatus ‘E.A. Bowles’ One of the best, and best-known, cultivars, 
this has full, pure-white flowers with all petals the same size. Named after 
the famed plantsman and writer in whose former garden, at Myddleton 
House in Enfield, it was found in 2002. 12cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

11 Galanthus elwesii ‘Jubilee Green’ Lettuce-green leaves mark out this cultivar, which is 
named after renowned Norfolk snowdrop nursery North Green. 17cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 
12 Galanthus ‘Curly’ This late-flowering snowdrop has attractively arched 
leaves and highly reflexed outer petals with a distinct, fading ‘X’ on the 
inner segments. 22cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7/b. 


Turn the page for more snowdrops. 
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Top snowdrops at Little Court 


13 Galanthus plicatus ‘Madeleine’ An unusual snowdrop with a lime ovary and bold yellow 
markings on the inner segments, which intensify with age. 15cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 
14 Galanthus plicatus ‘Gerard Parker’ An excellent, strong-growing and 
clump-forming cultivar. The large, almost balloon-like, flowers have a seersucker texture 
and green markings on the inner petals. 22cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

15 Galanthus plicatus ‘Amy Doncaster’ Named after the famed Hampshire plantswoman, 
this much-admired snowdrop bears a single, large flower with green stripes on the outer 
segments and vivid green colouring within. 25cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

16 Galanthus ‘Trumps’ There's an almost calligraphic beauty to the markings on 
this cultivar — an abstract green splash on the base of the outer petals and an inverted 
heart on the inner segments. 15cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

17 Galanthus ‘Lady Beatrix Stanley’ Ruffled petticoats are what spring to mind when 
looking at this fully double cultivar, with nodding, green-splashed white blooms that are 
supported by glaucous-green stems and leaves. 12cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

18 Galanthus ‘Dionysus’ With a flower shape like an inverted teacup, this plant 
has a solid, sturdy appearance, its drooping heads packed full of blooms marked 
with deep green. 17.5cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

19 Galanthus nivalis Scharlockii Group This cultivar group is easily identified by its split stem 
or spathe, which resembles long rabbit ears. An old cultivar, it has been grown for more than 
100 years, perhaps because it is so easy and undemanding. 15cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 
20 Galanthus ‘Armine’ A tall and easy-to-grow cultivar with a mark resembling 
a deer’s hoof on the inner segments of its large flowers. Flowering from January to March, 
this is asnowdrop that also increases well. 25cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

21 Galanthus ‘Hippolyta’ Heyrick Greatorex (1884-1954) is famous for the range of 
hybrid double snowdrops he bred, most of them named after Shakespearean characters. 
This queen of the Amazons is well titled, being a tall, full-skirted, strong-growing plant 
that can produce two flowers per bulb once established. 20cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 
22 Galanthus ‘S. Arnott’ This snowdrop is more widely available than some 
and is admired both for its strong honey scent and the neat, green arch on its inner 
segments. The outer petals flare out in the sun. 20cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

23 Galanthus ‘Hill Poé’ Discovered in Ireland in 1911 by James Hill Poé, this old cultivar 
is afirm favourite among snowdrop collectors, who love it for its five pure-white outer 
petals and ruffles of green-striped inner segments. 15cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 

24 Galanthus nivalis ‘Elfin’ This diminutive flower proves that good things come in small 
packages. Shuttle-cocked in shape, it bears three outer petals, which hang like fangs around 
the smaller inner segments, and it has a split spathe. 75cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 


The emerging foliage of 
later-flowering bulbs, such 
as fritillaries and alliums; 
appears amid the swathes 
of crocuses in the orchard. 


See Tiss Bit! ite, 


, 
. ‘ 2" 7 a “" 
‘ ‘Wy r i a eis | - aap 
4 “,) Viet t : 
A Wh Le eh 


Patricia acquires most of her bulbs 
by exchange with other collectors, 
and at specialist sales and shows 


> own discovery G.‘Grumpy’s Brother’. Patricia was given this plant as G. plicatus subsp. 
byzantinus, but when it emerged it was quite different. Queueing up to have it identified at 

a Hampshire Hardy Plant Society’s specialist snowdrop meeting, someone suggested its markings 
were similar to the rather melancholic ‘face’ of G. elwesii ‘Grumpy. “And so ‘“Grumpy’s Brother’ was 
born,” says Patricia. The cultivar, which increases remarkably fast, is now being sold by Avon Bulbs. 

Not all are so successful. Patricia has had trouble growing the autumn-blooming G. reginae- 
olgae and has now lost the plant she had some years ago. “I saw them flowering in Greece just 
before lockdown, and spotted a loose bulb under some plane trees that had been dislodged by 
some rootling pigs,” she says. “I was sorely tempted to pick it up, but resisted.” 

Instead, she acquires most of her bulbs by exchange with other collectors and at specialist sales 
and shows in February and March when the snowdrops are out. Around £15-£50 per bulb is not 
uncommon, and some go for many times more — in 2015, a single bulb of G. ‘Golden Fleece’ sold 
on eBay for £1,390. “There are so many different varieties,” says Patricia, “and people really swarm 
over them — it’s almost like the tulip mania of the 17th century.” 

She attributes their popularity to several things. “They do well in shade; they’re good for small 
gardens, and pots; and they’re very easy to grow.’ Drainage is vital, so she recommends adding grit 
to the planting hole on clay soils; planting in mesh pots to keep cultivars apart; and being prepared 
to split them after flowering when the clumps get too big. Her other tip is to grow them on top of 
a low wall, if you can. “That way, instead of scrabbling around on your hands and knees on a cold, 
dark February day,’ she says, “you can look straight at them and really notice the differences.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Open for the National Garden Scheme on 12, 14 and 21-22 February, and on dates throughout the 
year. See ngs.org.uk for details. Group visits can also be arranged by emailing elkslc@btinternet.com 
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Viburnum carlesii ‘Aurora’ 
Avery charming deciduous 
shrub that is a larger-flowered 
version of the species. Its 
deep-pink buds open into 
pinkish-white blooms. The 
flowers are held in tight conical 
corymbs in April and May, with 
a delicious spicy fragrance. 2m. 
AGM* RHS H6, USDA 4a-7bt. 


VIBURNUM 


These easy-to-grow, versatile shrubs, which can be evergreen or deciduous, offer 
scented, nectar-rich flowers, often with attractive foliage and berries 


WORDS MATTHEW REESE PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 
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great many viburnums offer excellent value for the garden 
with their good form and pretty flowers, which are often followed by conspicuous 
fruit and autumn colour. According to The Hillier Manual of Trees & Shrubs, it is 
a large genus of more than 200 species (although current thinking is that the 
number is closer to 180) from North and South America, Europe, Asia and North 
Africa. They are mostly shrubby, but occasionally make small trees, and can be 
either evergreen or deciduous. Many viburnums have beautifully scented flowers, 
although, in stark contrast, the wood can smell odious when it is bruised or cut. 

Although the genus offers interest throughout the year, April is a particularly 
good month for viburnums, when some of the showiest are at their absolute best. 
At this time of year on cool, still days, the scent of the lovely hybrid Viburnum x 
burkwoodii will make its presence known, even before it has been seen. The good 
scent is a feature undoubtedly inherited from its parent V. carlesi. It is worth 
noting the flowers are quite hardy and unperturbed by late frosts. 

V. utile, the other parent, can be variable and most specimens tend to look 
straggly. However, the renowned gardener Margery Fish trained a specimen on 
the east wall of the malthouse in her garden at East Lambrook, and preferred 
this species over V. x burkwoodii. She noted that when ‘compared with V. utile, 
it has more foliage than flower. The thinner V. utile is so covered with bloom 
early in the year that stems, and sparse foliage hardly show’. Viburnum x juddii, 
another V. carlesii hybrid, forms a decent rounded shrub with small bunches of 
scented white flowers, and is well worth considering for the garden. V. carlesii 
makes a good garden plant in its own right, with exquisitely scented blooms, 
although it is less floriferous than its offspring. It will make a lovely addition in 
a more reserved planting, such as a woodland garden. 

Prolific flowers are valuable in a more flamboyant setting. The mixed border 
at Great Dixter, for example, once featured a shorter form of the UK’s native 
guelder rose, Viburnum opulus ‘Compactum’, with lacy corymbs of prominent 
white flowers. Christopher Lloyd successfully used it in combination with 
Papaver ‘Goliath’, and brightly coloured lupins. Bunches of glossy red fruits 
follow the flowers in August, and at Dixter these combined well with cannas 
bedded out between the aestivating poppy crowns. The greenish-white blooms 
make excellent cut flowers, especially when positioned against a dark 
background. Crushing the stems will help them last in the vase. 

Viburnum plicatum f. tomentosum “Mariesii’ is another very useful shrub for 
the mixed border. The relaxed branches look striking when covered in white 
lacecap flowers in May. In the White Garden at Malverleys, the flat flowers 
contrast well against the allium orbs and trusses of rose blooms. The vivid 
autumn colour offers a second moment of glory, but the leaves disappear too 
quickly for this to be anything but fleeting. 

V. plicatum f. tomentosum “Dart’s Red Robin’ is a compact shrub with 
exceptional dark-claret foliage in October. It will fruit fairly reliably if two or 
more clones are planted. The versatile V. tinus (and its many forms) is one of 
the most useful plants for the garden. It is common and easy to grow, but 
nonetheless, its pink buds open to attractive sprays of white flowers from 
autumn into spring. The blooms are held above a lustrous foil of evergreen 
foliage that always looks smart. 

In gardens where perhaps more presence is required in the border, the 
evergreen V. rhytidophyllum makes a fine large shrub, dressed in long, dark olive- 
green leaves that have a crinkled, shiny surface and thick grey felt beneath. It 
makes particularly solid full stop at the end of a border or as a counterpoint to 
smaller-leaved plants. In May, it produces creamy-white flowers that are followed 
in August by very attractive fruit — red turning to shining black — but you will need 
more than two clones for pollination to occur and for fruit to be set.3 


« Author Matthew Reese is head gardener at Malverleys Gardens in Hampshire. 
His recommendations for the best viburnums can be found over the next five pages. 


PLANT PROFILE 


What A genus of around 
180 species of deciduous or 
evergreen flowering shrubs 
in the Viburnaceae family. 
Common names include 
arrow wood, wayfaring 
tree and guelder rose. 
Origins Mainly in the 
Northern Hemisphere 

but extending to New 
Guinea and South America. 
Season Many have 
year-round interest, 

but spring, and April in 
particular, is a high point 
for the genus when most 
species are in flower. 

Size Can range in height 
from around 50-60cm 

up to almost 9m. 
Conditions Moist soils that 
don't get too dry in the 
summer months. Many are 
very good on limy soils but 
prefer slightly acid soils. 
Hardiness Generally hardy 
in most of the UK, with an 
RHS hardiness rating of H5 
to H6, and largely suitable 
for gardens in USDA zones 
3a to 8b. Some species are 
best reserved for protected 
city gardens or sheltered 
coastal gardens. 


*Holds an Award of Garden 
Merit from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 

given where available. 


V. plicatum ‘Grandiflorum’ 

A beautiful spreading shrub 
with a tiered branching habit. 
In May and June, sterile 
white flowers, flushed pink, 
are held in two ranks along 
the upper parts of the 
branches. Fruits start red 
then ripen to black, and 
autumn colour is notable. 
2.5m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


V. x burkwoodii 

‘Park Farm Hybrid’ 

A strong-growing shrub with 
amore spreading habit than 
the original cross (V. carlesii x 
V. utile). It also has slightly 
larger, better-quality blooms 
that are strongly blushed pink 
in bud. Fragrant and good for 
cutting. 2.5m. AGM. RHS H6. 


V. opulus ‘Roseum’ 

A vigorous, deciduous 
shrub with large, snowball- 
like, sterile flowers that are 
creamy-white with a green 
tinge and can age to pink. 
Maple-like, fresh-green 
leaves take on a purple 
tinge in autumn. 5m. 

RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


V. plicatum f. 
tomentosum ‘Cascade’ 
Its wide-spreading, tiered 
branches bend in the 
middle to create a cascade 
effect that is enhanced 
when it's covered in large 
white umbels. These are 
followed by abundant red 
fruit. 4m. AGM. RHS Hb. 


V. plicatum f. tomentosum 
Kilimanjaro (= Jwwl’ ) 
Masses of white lacecap 
flowers, which become 
suffused with pink as 

they age, appear atop the 
tiered branches in spring. 
Berries and autumn colour 
follow. 2.5m. RHS H6, 
USDA 5a-8b. 


V. plicatum 
‘Rotundifolium’ 
Green-tinged flowers are 
borne in globose clusters 
and held in close ranks 
along stiff branches with 
roundish foliage. Tolerates 
shade but needs fertile soil 
and plenty of moisture. 4m. 
RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 
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V. x rhytidophylloides 
‘Willowwood!’ 

A vigorous V. lantana x 

V. rhytidophyllum hybrid. 
Flowers are held on short 
cymes forming corymbs in 
white with hints of yellow. 
Can be semi-evergreen in 
cold winters. 4m. RHS H6. 
USDA 5a-8b. 


V. x juddii 

This floriferous V. carlesii 
hybrid was raised by 
propagator William Judd at 
the Arnold Arboretum in the 
1920s. It’s a rounded, bushy 
shrub decked in clusters of 
strongly scented, white 
flowers tinged with pink. 
3m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


V. rhytidophyllum 

‘Wisley Pink’ 

This evergreen shrub with 
deeply veined, dark-green 
leaves has flat cymes of 
deep-red buds opening to 
pink flowers that emerge 
in spring. Red fruits follow, 
which ripen to black. 3m. 
RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 


V. ‘Pragense’ 

Raised in Prague, this large 
evergreen shrub has elliptic, 
corrugated leaves that are 
dark and lustrous above 
and white-felted beneath. 
Creamy-white flowers are 
produced in terminal 
clusters in May. 4m. AGM. 
RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 


OF THESE IMAGES WERE TAKEN 


MANY THANKS TO RHS GARDEN HYDE HALL IN ESSEX AND RHS GARDEN WISLEY IN SURREY WHERE THE MAJORITY 


V. buddlejifolium 
Makes a large and 
distinctive shrub with 
leaves that are velvety 
pale green above and felty 
grey beneath. The white 
flowers emerge in April 
and May from pink buds. 
Red fruits turn black over 
time. 2.5m. RHS H6. 


V. x burkwoodii ‘Chenaultii’ 


Amore refined form of 
this popular hybrid with 

a slightly smaller frame, 
and smaller leaves. White, 
scented flowers open from 
pink buds in April. Best in a 
rich, moist soil, but will also 
cope with limy conditions. 
2m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


How to grow Viburnum 


Viburnums are easily cultivated in the garden, and with such 

a large range of species there is sure to be one to suit every 
situation and taste. They tend to be pH adaptable, but enjoy 

a quality, slightly acidic, free-draining soil that does not dry out, 
and asunny, sheltered aspect will keep them at their best. 

Viburnum tinus is a useful exception — a bomb-proof plant that 
is widely used in low-maintenance landscaping. It is very tolerant 
of salt, drought and shade. I've witnessed plants growing in deep 
shade at the centre of a group of towering Leyland cypress, and 
they were doing surprisingly well. 

Many of the woodland species, such as Viburnum 
acerifolium, are also adapted to cope with poor light and 
competition for moisture. Viburnum plicatum f. tomentosum, 
on the other hand, has a fibrous surface root system that 
is more sensitive to drying out during extended periods of 
drought, and needs irrigation to prevent the leaf margins going 
crispy. For extremely wet conditions, the native Viburnum 
opulus is particularly adept at succeeding, and is adaptable to 
various pH levels. In milder gardens, Viburnum odoratissimum 
var. awabuki is a wonderful shrub with corymbs of white flowers 
and foliage that’s helpful for lighting up dark corners. 

Ideally, you should plant viburnums in late autumn or 
winter. This will give the plant the chance to establish root 
growth and hit the spring running. More tender species 
should be planted in the spring and cosseted until established. 
When planting, use good garden compost or leaf mould, 

mix with the existing soil, back-fill and firm. 

Most plants will not require pruning, but are very compliant 
when reduction is called for. Prune evergreens in spring when 
the fear of frost has vanished — sappy new growth prompted by 
pruning needs time to mature — and prune back deciduous 
viburnums during the dormant season. Viburnum tinus, which 
can also be used to make a hedge, is best trimmed in the spring, 
though a second cut might be necessary. 

You can take semi-ripe cuttings in June to July, and layering 
is usually successful with most species in the garden. Seed 
propagation is also effective, but seeds will often take more 
than a year to germinate, as many species exhibit double 
dormancy and will need to go through warm and cold periods 
before germination occurs. 

Provided they are growing well, viburnums rarely suffer from 
pests and diseases. Honey fungus can affect old plants, and 
extreme cold can also scorch the more tender species. Aphids 
and viburnum beetle can make the evergreen types look untidy 
with damaged foliage, but this is rarely significant. 


Where to buy and see 

* Burncoose Nurseries ¢ Pan-Global Plants 
Gwennap, Redruth, The Walled Garden, Frampton 
Cornwall TR16 6BJ. Court, Frampton-on-Severn, 
Tel 01209 860316, Gloucestershire GL2 7EX. 
burncoose.co.uk Tel 01452 741641, 

¢ Crag Farm Plants panglobalplants.com 
Griffith's Crossing, ¢ Penwood Nurseries 
Caernarfon, Penwood, Newbury, 
Gwynedd LL551TU. Berkshire RG20 9EW. 
Tel 01248 670232, Tel 01635 254366, 
crug-farm.co.uk penwoodnurseries.co.uk 

¢ Larch Cottage Nurseries ¢ RHS Garden Hyde Hall* 
Melkinthorpe, Penrith, Creephedge Lane, 
Cumbria CA10 2DR. Chelmsford, Essex CM3 8ET. 
Tel O1931 712767, Tel 01245 402019, rhs.org.uk 
larchcottage.co.uk *National Collection holder. 
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Big ideas, small canvas 


Switching from grand projects to a small urban garden might tempt 
some designers to scale-down their plans, but whatever the site, 
Tom Stuart-Smith’s vision remains as bold as ever 


WORDS MATT COLLINS PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS 


he large-scale projects of landscape designer Tom Stuart-Smith tend to be 
confident and dynamic. They embrace ambition and aren’t afraid to borrow 
a bold view or two — think of the lakeside garden at Trentham, or the 
sprawling terraces of North Yorkshire’s Mount St John. ‘Muscular’ is how 
gardens writer Tim Richardson describes Tom’s planting at RHS Garden 
Wisley. How, then, does Tom apply this expansive thinking to a residential 
garden of less than 400 square metres in London? 

He brings that sense of scale right to the back door. “I encourage people to 
have bigger plants close to the house, so that they’re looking through things, instead of at things,” 
says Tom. For this west London garden, he’s used the creamy bracts and tiered leaves of Cornus 
kousa, the large evergreen Euphorbia x pasteurii and mounds of beech to frame the window view; 
greenery through which you glimpse the compact, three-level garden. The client’s brief was to 
balance year-round structure with generous terrace areas for entertaining. “There’s quite a 


Top The absence of a central thoroughfare 
affords generous areas of planting, 
leading to a greater sense of immersion. 
Geranium ‘Nimbus’ in soft violet, 
accompanies Disporum longistylum 
‘Green Giant} Rodgersia podophylla 
plumes and sky-blue Amsonia 
tabernaemontana var. salicifolia. 


Above Hakonechloa macra adds 

a softness to the shadier planting, flowing 
beneath the bright bracts of Cornus kousa. 
Beyond, a screen of green planting softens 
the boundary walls of the property and 
offers some welcome privacy. 


Top Shade-tolerant perennials, including 
Rodgersia aesculifolia, Hakonechloa macra, 
acid-yellow Euphorbia and Omphalodes 
cappadocica ‘Cherry Ingram; crowd the 
path through the garden’s terraces. 


Above Muted York-stone paving for the 
terrace paths offers an even canvas for the 
likes of Erigeron karvinskianus, glaucous 
Helleborus argutifolius, oak-leaf hydrangea 
and red-stemmed Geranium pyrenaicum 
‘Bill Wallis: To the right, mounded beech 
adds both structure and definition while on 
the left the white flowers Cornus kousa var. 
chinensis create a bright focal point. 


> lot of ‘free’ planting,” explains Tom. “I’ve made a few gardens for the client previously; they 
like to feel quite immersed in nature.” Mature neighbouring trees contribute the intimate feel, 
which is enhanced by existing hornbeams and a substantial oak at the bottom of the garden. 
But perhaps the biggest testament to Tom’s skill is that this enveloping atmosphere has been 
achieved without adding trellis to the boundary walls. “We managed to create privacy just 
with planting: large shrubs, such as Drimys winteri, some big camellias, a big loquat and 
Clematis armandi, which spills down on to the street behind.” This dynamic foliage layer 
brings a desirable softness to the boundary. “It means you feel enclosed but not boxed in,” 
says Tom, “and that’s rather wonderful. You feel almost as if you're in the country.” 

A key feature of this urban garden is its multi-level configuration: there’s a narrow 
terrace beside the house and two successively intimate and private lower terraces further 
down. “Unusually for London, there was about a two-metre drop from one end of the 
garden to the other — too much to do in one go.” A non-linear walkway leads down between 
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“Tom's design tips 


Besides bold foreground planting, Tom has some core design 
principles to help bring a sense of space to small gardens 


Make sure the diagonal views across a garden are almost 
the most significant, so you’re not held in the tyranny of an 

at axis. A central thoroughfare can lead to no usable space at 
all. Here, the connecting flights of steps are fairly peripheral 
to the layout, facilitating workable garden spaces. 


Avoid substantial level drops, to help a garden feel more 
relaxed. | try to never have level changes that are more than 
waist high, otherwise the whole scale starts to become 
something that doesn’t work well with planting in small spaces. 


A’garden needs seasonal moments — the Cornus kousa 
display here is one of them. It can grow in semi-shade, 
never gets too big and has two good seasons of interest. 


sections, composed of reclaimed York-stone paving, cobbles and brick. “The scale of the 

steps and terraces is quite manageable; you don’t feel as if the whole thing is precipitous.” 
Restful planting, meanwhile, brims over these hard surfaces: blue amsonia and Hakonechloa 
macra, palmate Geranium maderense and Helleborus argutifolius. “The planting is not overly 
complex,” says Tom. “There’s quite a bit of repetition, such as the good old Hydrangea 
arborescens ‘Annabelle’. We’ve used things that are quite shady and atmospheric, such as 
rodgersias, anemones and Disporum longistylum ‘Green Giant.” Ornate planting then inhabits 
the upper terrace, including red astrantias, purple sage and the highly scented Rosa Munstead 
Wood (= ‘Ausbernard’). “We wanted to have a decorative foreground that then becomes 


a broader brush as you descend into the bottom part of the garden.” O 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
For more information on Tom's work visit tomstuartsmith.co.uk 


Above Tom's terrace arrangement in 
this garden makes use of peripheral 
walkways and break-out seating areas 

— semi-obscured by the lush planting. 
The reclaimed York-stone setts for the 
dining terrace were hand cut and fettled 
by Mark Whyman Landscapes who built 
the garden. In the foreground, Epimedium 
x rubrum forms a robust groundcover: 
“It’s not the most thrilling of things,” says 
Tom. “But there's always a persistent dry 
shade problem in London gardens and 
Epimedium has to be one of the best 
plants for coping with that.” 
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HORTICULTURAL WHO’S WHO 


RICHARD AYRES 


The pioneer of the iconic Winter Garden at Anglesey Abbey on his passion for gardening, 
discovering new snowdrops and a life spent making horticultural waves 


WORDS NAOMI SLADE PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


hen he left school at 16, gardener’s son 
Richard Ayres went and joined the Navy. 
“I was sick to the back teeth of gardening,” 
he says. “I wanted to do something totally 
different. But my eyesight wasn’t good 
enough and, after a year, they got rid of me.” 

Instead of a life below decks as a cook, Richard returned to 
Cambridgeshire and worked as a fenland farmer until he was 
headhunted. “My father was head gardener at Anglesey Abbey and the 
1st Lord Fairhaven kept pestering him, asking: “Why doesn’t Richard 
come and work here?’ Eventually, he wrote me a letter.” 

Dressed in his best suit and clean shoes, Richard paid the peer 
a visit. “He asked me what I was 
earning, which was £3 and 10 shillings 
a week in 1953, so he offered me £5 to 
come and be a gardener. He bought 
me, says Richard. “But, after the first 
day, I loved it. I loved everything about 
it — I wanted to know plants’ names, 
and why they grew where they did. 
I wanted to be instilled with all this 
knowledge.” Having found his niche, 
Richard never looked back, eventually 
succeeding his father to hold the 
position of head gardener for 27 years. 

Founded as a hospital, Anglesey 
Abbey was converted into a priory of 
Augustinian Canons in the early 13th 
century. Following the Dissolution of 
the Monasteries, it became a private 
home and was bought in 1848 by 
the Reverend John Hailstone, vicar of nearby Bottisham, who 
left a remarkable legacy. “Clearing the damage of Dutch elm 
disease revealed an ancient drainage ditch that had been used 
as a Victorian rubbish dump,” explains Richard. “Somebody — 
possibly Hailstone’s brother — had collected a lot of unusual wild 
snowdrops and the pots must have been thrown out. But the 
plants survived and interbred over about 100 years, and this is 
where most of our named snowdrops were found.” 

It was a treasure trove of new Galanthus cultivars, and in the 
1990s Richard sought permission from the Abbey’s new custodian, 
the National Trust, for a winter opening. “They didn’t want to 
know,’ he says. But with the influence of the 3rd Lord Fairhaven, he 
prevailed and the event was an immediate success. “We opened for 
two Saturday afternoons and made £300, which the National Trust 
said I could keep and spend on the garden. The next year, Radio 
Cambridgeshire came and interviewed me, and we made £3,000, 
which I was also allowed to keep. In the third year, the national 
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press published pictures of me among the snowdrops and we were 
mobbed. We made £12,000 and the Trust said “You can’t keep that-” 

His next achievement was the Winter Garden, for which the 
Anglesey Abbey garden has become famous. Inspired by the planting 
at Cambridge University Botanic Garden and with a yew avenue that 
was ideal, he and colleague John Sales petitioned the National Trust 
again. “They didn’t think anyone would come, and pleaded poverty,” 
he says.““Nobody visits gardens in winter, they said. I said “Give me 
the money and [ll show you.’ And we paid for it in the first year. 
There was a huge amount of public support. It was wonderful.” 

Richard has also been a pioneer in public engagement. “When 
I started, there were no playgrounds, but when children visited, 
Id invite them to come and help me 
plant bulbs. They would often return, 
months or years later, and ask “How are 
my snowdrops? We put them under 
that tree there, do you remember?” 
He’s also a staunch supporter of the 
Sick Children’s Trust — Acorn House 
at Addenbrooke’s Hospital, and until 
recently recently opened his garden 
every year to support the Trust. 

This knowledge, boldness and 
generosity of spirit has made Richard 
a legend in gardening and snowdrop 
circles, and his plaudits are legion: he’s 
immortalised in Galanthus ‘Richard 
Ayres’ and was the first working 
gardener to receive an MBE. “More 
importantly, I’m an RHS Associate of 
Honour,” he says, with obvious pride. 
“Tt’s awarded by your peers and restricted to 100 people at a time.” 

With the celebrated Winter Garden the culmination of a notable 
career, at 85, Richard has now retired from Anglesey Abbey — 
although he still plays the organ in two local churches and contributes 
to other well-known gardens in the region. 

A brief flirtation with perennial planting saw him giving away his 
original snowdrop collection, but as his preference swings back to 
shrubs, Galanthus is creeping back in and his taste is for simplicity 
rather than anything exotic. “I’ve collected snowdrops in churchyards, 
with permission, but never abroad, and my favourites are the simple, 
pretty unnamed ones. Galanthus nivalis f. pleniflorus ‘Flore Pleno’ 
planted with winter aconites in the grass, is unbeatable,” he says. “The 
Navy was an experience, but gardens have been the love of my life.” 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Anglesey Abbey, Quy Road, Lode, Cambridgeshire CB25 9EJ. Tel 01223 
810080, nationaltrust.org.uk/anglesey-abbey-gardens-and-lode-mill 
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hen Ross Barbour came courting, he did so with snowdrops. He had, after all, 
amassed quite a lot of them. It had all started out fairly innocently, as is often 
the case with galanthophilia. At Ragley Hall in Warwickshire, where he was 
head gardener, there were lots of the common Galanthus nivalis growing in 
the hedgerows and ditches, so Ross started to lift and divide them to get more 
drifts. “Then I guess it was probably the Avon Bulb catalogue some time in the late 1990s 

that did it,” Ross admits. “They weren't that expensive to begin with, so I started a collection.” 

Over the next ten years, his collection grew considerably, but this first love was about to 
be replaced by another. When Helen Picton, of Old Court Nurseries & Picton Garden, came 
to see the snowdrops, he sent her home with some of his prized collection. “It might have been 
the first thing I gave her,” he says. Over the next couple of years, Ross came over to help Helen 
establish her own snowdrop collection and the rest, as they say, is history. 

The couple now run the nursery and garden together, and their mutual passion for collecting 
snowdrops has not waned. To many garden lovers, this nursery in the Malvern Hills needs little 
introduction. It was established in 1906 by aster breeder Ernest Ballard. Then, in 1947, Helen’s 
grandfather, Percy Picton, joined as manager, before buying the business five years later and 
establishing the Picton Garden as a way to show off his stock plants, which spanned everything 
from his aster collection to alpines, shrubs and trees. Percy’s son Paul and his wife Meriel continued 
to add to the design and now their daughter Helen together with Ross have the intricate task of 
editing and refining generations of plantings. So, today among those famed daisies and a whole 
suite of other lovely things — it really is quite a space — is a collection of almost 350 snowdrops. To 
be fair, snowdrops are not exactly new to the garden. Percy had quite a few, mostly unnamed mixed 
seedlings, but one or two shone out, including the eponymous Galanthus plicatus ‘Percy Picton. 

Helen and Ross are taking a deeply ecological approach, using no chemicals and building 
up soil fertility by creating matrix of plants that will help support the precious aster collection. 

The snowdrops are part of this. They start appearing in the garden in autumn, with cultivars 


To continue turn to page 64 


Turn the page for more snowdrops from the Picton Garden 


Facing page 

Winding gravel paths lead through the 
Picton Garden that adjoins Old Court 
Nurseries in the Malvern Hills. Best 
known for its autumn collection of 
asters, in winter the garden becomes 
a treasure trove of snowdrops growing 
in clumps among a matrix of plants, 
including fiery dogwoods, heathers 
and early flowering irises. 


Above left 

Galanthus ‘Nothing Special’ 

Its name is perhaps a little harsh. This 
mid-season snowdrop is a solid garden 
plant that clumps up well, has good 
stature and a straightforward white 
flower with a heavenly scent. 13cm. 
RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b'. 


Above right 

Galanthus plicatus ‘Percy Picton’ 
Named for Helen's grandfather, this 
late-flowering cultivar has a tall, 
elegant habitat and a long pedicel 
attaching the flower to the stalk, so it 
dances nicely in the wind. Outer 
segments are white, inner segments 
have a dark-green marking at their tip 
and a paler green marking at their 
base. 18cm. RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 
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Galanthus ‘Galatea’ 

An oldie, but a goodie 
from the late 19th century 
with long pedicels (the 
point where the flower is 
attached to the stalk) 

so that the flower hangs 
nicely and moves in the 
breeze. 22cm. RHS H5, 
USDA 3a-7b. 


Galanthus ‘Greenfinch’ 
This mid-season cultivar 
has particularly large 
flowers with distinct green 
markings on the outer 
tepals and broad, deep- 
green markings on the 
inner ones. Stands well, but 
is Slow to bulk up. 23cm. 
RHS Hb, USDA 3a-7b. 


Galanthus ‘Barbara’s 
Double’ Discovered in 1944 
by EA Bowles, in the garden 
of Lady Beatrix Stanley, 
this late-flowering dwarf 
culitvar has a neat and tidy 
double flower with a broad 
horseshoe mark to the 
inner segments. 13cm. 
RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 


Galanthus nivalis ‘Green 
Tear’ Possibly the best 
virescent G. nivalis, this 
upright beauty has green 
shading on the outer 
segments and a solid green 
mark on the inner. Still 
quite rare, it can command 
a hefty price tag. 25cm. 
RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 


Galanthus elwesii ‘Sickle’ 
An early flowering cultivar 
with big, standard-looking 
flowers that are narrow in 
shape, with broad foliage. 

It gets its name from its 
arched spathe that 

curves like a sickle over 

the flower. 20cm. 

RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 


Galanthus nivalis 
‘Chedworth’ An old, 
late-flowering cultivar 
with fairly dainty flowers 
that have a broad inner 
mark to the tepals. It is 
very prolific, and also 
extremely robust and 
easy going. 12cm. 

RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 


Galanthus ‘Veronica 
Cross’ Its very distinctive 
flowers have inverted outer 
tepals that flare outwards 
so that the flower appears 
to lift up with age and look 
like a pagoda. Dark-green 
markings to outer and 
inner segments. 12cm. 
RHS H5, USDA 3a-7b. 


Galanthus plicatus 
‘Priscilla Bacon’ A later- 
flowering cultivar with 
broad foliage that sits 
close to the ground. It has 
big, fat, textured, white 
outer segments, and inner 
segments that have a crisp 
‘V’ mark. 18cm. RHS H5, 
USDA 3a-7b. 
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> of G. reginae-olgae. This species, which hails from Greece and Sicily, has flowers that appear 
before their leaves and continue right into April alongside late-flowering cultivars. 

By spring, the garden is a veritable treasure trove of snowdrops. Planted in drifts and clumps, 
they’re scattered through the beds among other delicate spring bulbs, ferns and grasses, and it’s easy 
to see why Helen and Ross admit to spending so much time in spring just looking at the flowers. 
Their biggest enemies are the slugs that love to eat the flowers, so as the snowdrops start coming up 
the couple add a mulch barrier, which also stops the splash back of soil spoiling the flowers. “We 
also top dress with fish, blood and bone as they start to go over, to help them out a bit,” says Ross. 

There are 20 or so species of snowdrops in the world, but more than 6,000 or more cultivars — 
snowdrops are naturally very promiscuous. “There’s a lot of breeding right now, but what we want 
to do is make sure the plants we have are truly garden worthy,” says Ross. The cultivars they’re 
looking out for, both for the nursery and their own collection, are those that will multiply quickly, 
producing lots of offsets, will withstand whatever the weather throws at them without flopping over 
and have a truly distinctive flowers. “So that you really know it’s something different,” says Helen. 

So which cultivars would they recommend? Both agree that the best for naturalising in a lawn 
is Galanthus nivalis f. pleniflorus ‘Flore Pleno’ as its double flowers have more impact. If, however, 
youre planning to plant large swathes in a woodland, then you should opt for a mix of cultivars to 
give you a long season. Perhaps start with the early flowering Galanthus elwesti ‘Mrs Macnamara, 
followed by G. “Bertram Anderson; with its large flowers, and G. “Magnet; which has long pedicels 
so it dances in the wind. For smaller gardens and courtyards, they both agree that G. “Trumps is 
ideal, as you need to get close up to really appreciate it. If you have just a window box to fill, then 
Helen suggests G. ‘Button’ or G. “Rushmere Green’ as neither bulks up too quickly. But if you have 
a few pounds to spare, then Ross recommends G. elwesii ‘Rosemary Burnham or G. nivalis “Green 
Tear. The latter can set you back upwards of £70, but once you're smitten... 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Address Colwall, Malvern, Herefordshire WR13 6QE. Tel 01684 540416. Web autumnasters.co.uk 
Open Garden opens on 1 February, see website for opening times. 
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How to divide 
snowdrops 


Snowdrops are traditionally divided 

in the green, when they are still in 
growth, as they respond well to this 
treatment. It also has the added benefit 
that you can see what you are doing and 
is an easy way to bulk up your planting. 
“We do divide some clumps in the 
summer, when they are dormant,” says 
Ross. “Partly so we can twin scale them, 
but you really have to know where your 
clumps are planted, otherwise you'll 
damage them trying to find them.” 

However, Ross believes that dividing 
in the green is essential because 
congested clumps are also more likely 
to become diseased or damaged. “If one 
gets disease in a tight clump, then they 
all go down quickly, so division also helps 
manage this. You can start a second 
satellite clump somewhere else in the 
garden as a back-up,” he explains. 

He says he'll dig up a clump at any 
point it’s in growth, even if it’s in flower (1). 
“| find it's best to just get on with the task 
when you see the clump is big enough. 
You can plant in the green from February 
to April.” He creates a deep planting 
hole (2), around 10cm deep, then adds 
a good handful of fish, blood, and bone 
before popping in the transplants. He then 
mulches the plants and waters in well. 
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Rural retreat 


Taking the areas agricultural past as his starting point, British designer 
James Basson has created a largely irrigation-free Provengal garden with 
a light touch, using drought-tolerant Mediterranean planting 


WORDS TIM RICHARDSON PHOTOGRAPHS CLAIRE TAKACS 
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IN BRIEF 


What Private garden that 
relies heavily on irrigation-free 
Mediterranean plants. 
"Where Provence, France. 
Size Four acres. 

Soil Clayey loam. 

Climate Mediterranean. 
Hardiness zone USDA 9. 


In this Provencal garden, James 
has created a framed area, edged 
by olive trees and set against the 

backdrop of the Alpilles mountain 
range. The planting matrix is 

a pattern formed by plants such 

as cistus, artemisia, phlomis, 

= s-rosemary and lavender, growing 
rn tbeneath a canopy of arbutus, 


~ + Pistacia lentiscus and almond trees. 


— » 


— 


cape Design, the studio headed by British designer James Basson, has made 
a name for itself on the Cote d’Azur. Its gardens eschew the traditional 
‘lavender with everything’ style of the region, replacing it with a vocabulary 
of tough Mediterranean plants selected to combine and thrive in the dry 
conditions. The concept of the ‘plant community’ is now well entrenched 

in gardening, but it’s not always a matter of attempting to replicate the 

local wild habitat. This garden near Saint-Rémy-de-Provence, which James 
created with Helen Basson and Bruno Torini, shows that agricultural history 
can have just as potent an influence on the look of the setting for a domestic garden. 

“There is a lot of abandoned agriculture in the area,” says James. “The property is 
surrounded by olive groves, with a backdrop of the Alpilles. It’s a mix of the agricultural 
and the natural — almost a scrubland look, with self-seeded almond trees in abandoned 
fields. In the garden, we have intensified it and evolved it, elaborated upon it and enriched 
it. Outside the garden, you can see that the habitat is simpler and less dynamic.” 

James explains that the natural landscape of the valley, set below the dramatic limestone 
peaks of the Alpilles, would originally have been mixed shrubland, periodically inundated 
with water as it is on a flood-plain, with willows, alders and poplars. But this was later 
replaced by agriculture: the olives, fruit trees and old grassland that are there today. 

“The ‘landscape memory is grass meadow,” he says, adding that the problem with 
pasture in the Mediterranean is that it looks “very sad and brown” in summer. “There is no 
evergreen or flowering quality to it,” he continues. “Instead we are trying to use the palette 
of plants that we have become known for. We are used to working on very rocky and 
barren landscapes, but this part of Provence is different — very flat, ex-arable grassland.” 

The shuttered farmhouse is a modern replica of a traditional dwelling, set in a four-acre 
plot. The owners, who are keen horticulturists, wanted to make a garden that reflected the 
local landscape as much as possible, a place “to learn in as they garden”. As James reflects: 
“That’s a very rare thing — a client who is actually going to do the gardening.” Having said 
To continue turn to page 74 [> 
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Above Tonnes of gravel were added 

to the soil, partly to encourage self-seeding, 
while 30cm berms were modelled 

to vary the terrain. Almond trees, with 
Euphorbia rigida at their bases, were 
planted as bare-root specimens in 

clusters, to mimic agricultural practice. 


Right One classic note retained by the 
owners is the driveway lined by Cupressus 
sempervirens Stricta Group and lavender. 
The grass is deliberately allowed to turn 
brown, as this is ano-irrigation garden. 


If the lawn goes brown, 
it is totally relevant; it's when it is 
watered and green that it becomes 
irrelevant — and also unsound practice 


The key decision was to create 
a rectangle of planting strongly 
defined by steel edging and ‘framed’ 


by mature olive trees 


The steel edge of the ‘framed’ garden 
creates a defining boundary, with 

the grass and olives surrounding it. 
The planting includes hummocks 

of santolina, lavender and thyme — 
the greys and silvers creating interest 
in-high summer when there is little 
flowering — with Teucrium fruticans 

in the background and a favourite 
rosemary, ‘Miss Jessopp’s Upright: 
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Above The principal garden area is 
set slightly away from the house, 
with planting kept low to create 
what James describes as a ha-ha 
effect. He has used almond trees 
in clumps to create a canopy, with 
the eye drawn down towards 
lower planting, including bands 

of several kinds of lavender. 


Below Seats in the shade of an 
olive tree are Surrounded by tall 
planting that includes Clinopodium 
menthifolia subsp. ascendens, 
Phillyrea angustifolia and Phlomis 
italica. Below these, Centaurea 
bella, Achillea umbellata and 
Prunella hyssopifolia have proved 
successful groundcovers. 


Above A hedge of Viburnum 
tinus helps to frame the area by 
the front door. To the side is a 
specimen nettle tree, Celtis 
australis, which James uses as 

a shade tree in place of the more 
“predictable” plane, while nearer 
the house an existing olive tree 
also offers shade. 


Below Among the generally low 
planting, the upright spires of 
Artemisia thuscula and seedheads 
of Salvia ‘Allen Chickering’ add 
points of interest, reflecting the 
tall Italian cypresses, Cupressus 
sempervirens Stricta Group. They 
conspire to take the garden 
through the summer months. 


5 
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> that, James’s own team of “artist-gardeners’, as he calls them, descend on the property 
four times a year to check on the maintenance regime, which is so important when any 
attempt is being made to replicate a plant community. 

The key decision was to create a principal garden area at one remove from the house: 

a rectangle of planting set against the mountain backdrop, strongly defined by steel edging 
and ‘framed’ by a belt of grass and mature olive trees. Within the rectangle, James has 
instigated a planting regime that mixes fast- and slower-growing plants. “There is a baseline 
of repeated genera but we riff on them,” he says. “So we have at least 15 different species 

or cultivars of lavender, 20 salvias, six rosemaries, a dozen santolinas and so on. There are 
underlying themes, but also huge diversity within each genus. The basic idea is that this 
evolving landscape will take maybe 30 years to come into its real form.” 

The fastest-growing plants include Teucrium hircanicum, Euphorbia rigida, Clinopodium 
nepeta (formerly Calamintha nepeta) and Achillea crithmifolia — according to James these 
are “much more herbaceous and in the first years are putting on a show; they fill the 
ground and keep the weeds down”. Then there are faster-growing sub-shrubs, such as Salvia 
candelabrum and Santolina magonica, which James is hoping will self-seed. Slower plants 
include Juniperus phoenicea and Pistacia lentiscus, or mastic tree. Then, above it all, are the 
small trees that play in to the landscape locale — Pistacia terebinthus, Arbutus unedo and 
clusters of almond trees. These larger plants will soon require close monitoring. “We don’t 
want them to become overbearing, so that they eradicate the diversity. If we are not careful, 
it might become a small woodland, not this dynamic sub-shrubland.” 

Around the house is a band of planting that follows the same prescription, with some 
variation in the shadier areas. Fairly large areas of grass have been retained, but this ‘lawn’ 
is never watered. “If it goes brown, it is totally relevant,” James says. “It’s when it is watered 
and green that it becomes irrelevant — and also unsound practice.” 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Scape Design's work at scapedesign.com/en 
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Above In the courtyard space in front of the 
house, a fountain pool provides the refreshing 
sound of water. The planting is designed to 
appear self-seeded and naturalistic, with 
Teucrium flavum thriving beneath 

the evergreen oak in the corner. 


James's 8 top dry garden plants 


1 Achillea crithmifolia James has found this yarrow useful as a way of 
‘glueing’ areas of planting together, though it is “very aggressive” so 
must be monitored closely. 50cm. USDA 3a-9bt. 

2 Salvia ‘Allen Chickering’ The seedheads of this salvia are one of 
James's favourites for late summer and winter. 1.5m. 

3 Artemisia thuscula This was very much an experimental planting and 
an unknown quantity for James. It is now appreciated for its “verticality 
and silveriness” throughout summer. 1.2m. RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 

4 Bupleurum gibraltaricum Throws up wands of lime-green umbels 
in the summer months. A fresh presence in an arid season. 1.5m. 

5 Euphorbia rigida A key plant both in spring, when its flowerheads 
contribute a zesty lime-green note, and then from autumn into winter, 
when it conveys a sense of continuing life. Its ability to self-seed 
guarantees its longevity in the mix. 60cm. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 7a-10b. 
6 Pistacia lentiscus A common sight in many gardens in this part 
of the world, the mastic tree is a small evergreen native to the 
Mediterranean. Favoured by James as a structural design element, 
its healthy green leaves help to persuade his clients that their 
gardens do not require watering. 1-5m. 

7 Eryngium amethystinum Also known as amethyst sea holly, this 
fast-growing self-seeder soon stands tall among other plants, its electric 
blue adding a different colour note in summer. The seedheads are a real 
star of the autumn garden. 60cm. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 

8 Dianthus rupicola This pink Mediterranean native is one that James 
feels can perhaps be alittle brash, but he has found that it flowers 
reliably throughout the driest months. 40cm. 
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Sekka (Snowflake) 

- Kazuhito’s Japanese 
heritage permeates 
works such as this, 
where the space 
between the beech 
twigs is as important as 
the twigs themselves. 


ALEX WALLACE 


Umbra Kazuhito tied the 
hawthorn twigs using 
black-linen twine and 
tweezers, to gradually 
build a sculpture that, in 
spite of its complexity, 
still respects the natural 
character of the wood. 


STICKS AND STONES 


Kazuhito Takadoi creates his delicately intricate artworks by stitching 
together natural materials such as grasses, leaves and twigs 


WORDS DIANA WOOLF 


verything is simply dried, then woven, stitched 
or tied,” says UK-based Japanese artist Kazuhito 
Takadoi, explaining — with characteristic 
understatement — the process behind his 
delicate, quietly poetic sculptures. Made from natural 
materials, the pieces can take several months to construct 
and include works such as Umbra (above right), a 
1.55-metre-long, three-dimensional mesh of twigs now 
hanging in the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. 
Its pierced, organic shape is reminiscent of a Barbara 
Hepworth sculpture, but the way the piece gently floats, 
seemingly made out of a fragile network of trapped light 
and shade, is unique to Kazuhito. 
Umbra is made entirely out of short lengths 
of hawthorn that have been tied together with 
waxed linen twine. Kazuhito has created other 


pieces by stitching grasses, leaves and twigs together, 
accompanied by the occasional shimmer of gold leaf. 
Many have evocative Japanese titles, such as Sekka 
and Nami (which translate as Snowflake and Wave, 
respectively). All rely on the shade and shapes that 
can be created with the undyed, natural materials 
Kazuhito gathers from his garden and allotment, or 
while on excursions into the British landscape. 
Kazuhito’s work is the result of years of learning 
about, and experimenting with, nature. “Exploration is 
part of my creative process,” he says. Always fascinated 
by the plant world, he originally planned to become a 
horticulturist, studying first at Hokkaido Agricultural 
and Horticultural College and then at RHS Wisley. 
He later added to those qualifications with a degree in 
garden design at Leeds Metropolitan University. > 


Kazuhitos work is the result of years of learning about, and 
experimenting with, nature. Always fascinated by the plant world, 
he originally planned to become a horticulturist 
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Nami (Wave) Different 

____ coloured grasses are 

sewn on to Japanese 
be handmade paper; 

. the colours are 
enhanced as the 
artwork ages, turning 
from green to rich gold. 
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He grows a lot of his materials himself in his small Birkenhead garden, 
although he is happy to experiment with anything and, following 


a recent trip to Anglesey, even incorporated slate into his works 


> The course included environmental art, and it was 
here that he started making small leaf and twig artworks, 
partly inspired by artists such as Richard Long and Andy 
Goldsworthy. But what began as a hobby soon took over. 
“The small bits and pieces [of art] got bigger and the 
garden designing got smaller,’ he says. 

Kazuhito works primarily with natural materials that 
he sources himself. Many were originally discovered 
by chance.“I found grasses growing in the garden and 
thought, ‘I can use these? he says. “It’s the same with 
the twig sculptures. I used to use beech wood and then 
I saw hawthorn growing in a hedge and realised it was 
straighter.” He grows a lot of his materials himself in 
his small Birkenhead garden, although he is happy to 
experiment with anything and, following a recent trip 
to Anglesey, even incorporated slate into his works. 
“Materials are everywhere,’ he says. 

As a young man, Kazuhito studied Ikebana 
(Japanese flower arranging), but he disliked the lack 
of freedom permitted by the craft and found the waste 
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of flowers frustrating. “I thought about how much 
time the flower grower spent growing these flowers 
and then they’re just thrown away.” Now he relishes 
the way his artworks preserve the plant material. And 
as they age, the grasses and leaves gradually turn from 
a green to a rich gold, giving his artworks an extra 
depth. “I can give nature a second life,” he says. 

“And not just use it for compost in winter.” 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Kazuhito Takadoi will be exhibiting with jaggedart at 
Collect, Somerset House, London, 23-27 February 
2022; craftscouncil.org.uk/collect-art-fair and 
jaggedart.com. He will also be exhibiting 

at Homo Faber: Crafting a More Human Future at 
Fondazione Giorgio Cini, Venice, 10 April — 1 May 2022; 
homofaber.com/en/event 


For more general information on Kazuhito’s work visit 
kazuhitotakadoi.com 
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Kuro 1 Light reflects 
off gold leaf beneath 
the grasses, bringing 
an element of life and 
movement to the work. 
Dark ink is used to 
create further contrast. 
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LIVING SCULPTURES 


Multi-stem trees are an increasingly popular choice 
for small gardens, as they offer the ability to control height 
and girth, and can be shaped into unique forms 


WORDS JOHN HOYLAND PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Owner Philip Nieuwoudt prunes trees 
in the arboretum at New Wood Trees 
in Devon, a nursery that specialises in 
multi-stem trees, where customers 
can assess the different shapes and 
forms of a wide range of species. 


Philip spends between 
three and five years 
training multi-stem 
trees to reach a size 
that will have instant 
impact in the garden 


o plant creates more impact in a garden than 
a tree. Peeling or patterned bark; coloured 
and changing foliage; flowers, berries or hips 
that also provide food and board to wildlife — 
all these combine to make a tree an essential 
element for all gardens. 

To get more of the benefits that trees bring 
to the garden, nurseries and garden designers 
are increasingly planting multi-stem trees. Their form fills the space 
that would be occupied by a single-stem tree with more foliage and 
more branches. There is a greater concentration of the attractive and 
beneficial qualities of the tree than in a single-trunk plant. 

The multiple stems are produced by coppicing, a pruning 
technique whereby the trunk of a tree or shrub is cut down 
at soil level. It looks brutal, but the shock to the plant’s system 
results in it producing several new trunks from the base. It 
is a technique traditionally employed in woodlands to provide 
a sustainable crop of wood. In gardens the method is often used 
to produce young, coloured stems on dogwoods and willows or 
to encourage large leaves on trees such as Paulownia and Catalpa. 

Multi-stem trees that are created in this way have trunks 
that are uniformly vigorous and, since they grow from the same 
root, share the same characteristics. An alternative method of 
production is to bundle several saplings together, but this leads to 
the individual trees competing with each other, and unbalanced 
trees can be formed when one trunk shoots ahead of the others. 

Philip Nieuwoudt, from specialist nursery New Wood Trees in 
Devon, spends between three and five years training multi-stem 
trees to reach a size that will have instant impact in the garden. The 
process of nurturing multi-stem trees on his nursery is as much 
aesthetic as it is horticultural. Choosing how many stems to allow 
to grow, at what height to prune the foliage and what form the canopy 
will take are all part of the artistry of producing this type of tree. 

It is this creative aspect of growing multi-stem trees that first 
attracted Philip to this technique. “In Europe, single stem trees are all 

To continue turn to page 84 > 
Turn the page for nine of the best multi-stem trees 
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*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Soc ety.tHardiness ratings given where available. 


9 of the best multi-stem trees 


1 Crataegus persimilis ‘Prunifolia’ A hawthorn with clusters 
of fragrant white flowers in spring and a generous covering 
of crimson berries in late summer. The red and gold autumn 
foliage is spectacular. 6m. AGM*. RHS H7t. 

2 Pinus sylvestris ‘Watereri’ A slow-growing cultivar of the 
Scots pine with attractive orange-brown bark. The blue- 
green needles are slightly twisted and they cradle candle-like 
cones. 12m. RHS H7, USDA 3a-/b. 

3 Clerodendrum trichotomum var. fargesii A deciduous 
tree with large leaves and strongly perfumed white flowers. 
In autumn, flowers transform to cerise calyces that surround 
bright-blue berries. 6m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 7a-10b. 

4 Crataegus x lavalleei ‘Carrierei’ Smooth silvery bark and 
creamy-white flowers in spring. The orange-red berries hang 
on to the branches well into winter. A tough tree that will 
tolerate exposed sites. 7m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-7b. 

5 Euonymus europaeus A native British shrub with narrow 
leaves that turn bright red and yellow in autumn. The real 
glory of the plant is its reddish-pink fruit, which bursts open 
to reveal orange seeds. 3m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-/b. 

6 Prunus lusitanica The glossy evergreen leaves of 
Portuguese laurel form a dense canopy that responds 

well to shaping. During summer it has racemes of small, 
white, fragrant flowers. 6m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 6a-8b. 

7 Prunus serrula White flowers in spring and bark the colour 
of polished mahogany, which peels away to reveal polished 
bronze wood beneath. 6m. RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 


Turn the page for more multi-stem trees > 
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> grown to specific standards of height and girth. This is good 

in that it means trees are uniform and consistent, but doesn’t 

allow for creativity and diversity.” With multi-stem trees, there 

are no rules and the trees can be sculpted in whatever manner 

the grower prefers, which means there is no uniformity: each 

tree is unique. “These trees are living sculptures,” says Philip. 
Most multi-stem trees have bare trunks up to two or even 

three metres tall before the foliage is allowed to grow, either 

as a neatly clipped dome or as a looser, more relaxed-looking 

tree. Evergreen trees, such as Prunus lusitanica “Myrtifolia and 

Viburnum rhytidophyllum, can be kept tightly pruned into rounded 

heads and look impressive in formal gardens. Most other species 

are best suited to more naturalistic or informal situations. 
Multi-stem trees can be allowed to grow to their full 

height but in smaller gardens they need to be pruned. “It is 

about making sure that the tree fits comfortably into the 

space and the planting scheme,” says Philip. “And anything 

can be pruned.” Gardeners should not be afraid of pruning 

their trees, he believes — if you can cut a hedge you can prune 

a tree. More important than horticultural technique is an eye 

for the size and shape that you want the tree to be and that best 

suits the garden. Philip is adamant: “After care is so important. 

Don't ever plant a multi-stem tree and then forget about it.” 
Clearing away new shoots from the trunks is easy. Rub out the 

buds as soon as they appear or cut them off if they have started 

to grow. Removing the thorns from the trunks of hawthorns 

only has to be done once: they will not regrow. On some species, 

shoots will appear from under the soil at the base of the tree; 
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8 Viburnum rhytidophyllum A large, evergreen shrub 

with large, thick leaves that are deeply veined and textured. 
It is a floriferous plant with domed heads of creamy-white 
flowers, followed by glossy red berries that turn to 

black in autumn. 4m. RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 

9 Cornus mas At the end of winter, even before its leaves 
emerge, this small tree is alight with masses of small 
golden-yellow flowers. The red fruits, which resemble 
coffee beans and are edible, appear in late summer 

and last into autumn. 3m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


these should be cut off. More difficult, because it entails using 
ladders, is keeping the crown of the tree neatly clipped. If you 
do not feel confident perched on the top of a ladder, call on 
a professional gardener to do the job for you. 

Not every tree can be coppiced to form multiple stems, 
nor should they be. The majesty of an oak, for example, 
or the grandeur of a London plane, should not be wrecked by 
an attempt to coppice them. But the multi-stem technique can 
intensify the beauty of the majority of small and medium-sized 
trees and shrubs, and bring beautiful bark, sparkling berries 
and fragrant flowers into even the smallest garden. 3 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address New Wood Trees, The Barn, Broadley Lane, 

Stoke Gabriel, Totnes, Devon TQ9 6RR. Tel 01803 782666. 
Web newwoodtrees.co.uk Open Visits by appointment only. 


How to prune multi-stems 


To look good and grow well, multi-stem trees 
need regular pruning. The most important 
part of maintaining the tree is keeping the 

canopy neat and in proportion to the trunks 
by regular pruning (1). Side branches will 
appear on the stems and trunks and, unless 
you want them to develop into side branches, 
you'll need to remove these (2). On some 
plants, shoots will appear from the base of 
the tree and should be cut off below ground 
level (3). As with all pruning, knives, saws and 
secateurs should be kept clean and sharp. 
Philip uses the Niwaki range of tools (4). 
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Invest in HMRC approved Independent 
British Film Production Companies 


The Seed Enterprise Investment Scheme 
offers a number of tax reliefs to 
investors, ranging from automatic 
reductions to loss relief and capital 
gains avoidance. 


We have a range of HMRC approved 
investments that will suit all 
investors’ appetites. 


Exemption from 
Capital Gains on earnings 
from shares 


individual Income 
Tax relief of 50% of the 
amount invested 


Support and benefit 
from the growth of British 
Companies 


Targeted Returns 
of 25% 


Loss relief of up to 45% 
on any monies lost on 
disposal of shares 


100% exemption 
from inheritance tax 


T: +44 203 745 5380 
E: info@redrockentertainment.com 


Red Rock Entertainment Ltd, 
Suite 12 Elstree Studios, 
Shenley Road, 
Borehamwood, 
Hertfordshire, WD6 1JG, 
United Kingdom 


For The Serious 


greenhouse Gardener 


OO, keder 


Proven to withstand wind speeds of 140mph 


10 Year Guarantee Against UV Degradation 

* Superior growing environment 

* Unique bubble cladding giving excellent heat retention 

* Resistant against extreme weather conditions 

* Excellent light transmission 

* Low Maintenance 

* The strongest and warmest greenhouses for the serious 
gardener 

* Can be extended 

* Available in a wide range of sizes 


Keder Greenhouses Limited 
Newtown, Offenham, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 8RZ 
t: +44 (0) 1386 49094 
www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk 


sales @kedergreenhouse.co.uk 
Ww) @KederGreenhouse 


CLAYERTON 
CL@CHES 


Traditional Victoriaty cast iron garden cloches, 


handcrafted at @ur workshop in Bath. 


spe pO “- 
“* wwwe-lavertoncloches.com 
07521 467371 | enquiries@clavertoncloches.com 
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SKY GARDEN AT 70 RAINEY, BRANDON HUTTENLOCHER/ 
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SK Y-HIGH WINNER 


Aroof garden in Austin, Texas, that recreates the feel of the nearby Hill Country region has won its 
creators, Design Workshop, Inc, the Award of Excellence in the Residential Design category of the 
2021 ASLA Professional Awards. Sky Garden at 70 Rainey, a high-rise residential towe, puts 
sustainability at the heart of its design, which includes more than 70 native plant species and 
numerous absorbent surfaces to manage stormwater run-off. The semi-evergreen Crossvine 
(Bignonia capreolata) covers the cable railing, providing year-round wind protection. The garden also 
has an infinity pool and a variety of spaces for the residents. asla.org; designworkshop.com 
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1) THINKING BIG IN PORTUGAL 


Designs for Fuse Valley, anew commercial development on the banks 

of the river Lega in Porto, Portugal, have been unveiled by architecture 
practice BIG and developer Castro Group. The 24 buildings, which have an 
angular form and sloped green roofs to mirror the surrounding peaks and 
valleys, are arranged in a chequerboard formation, and feature landscaped 
parks, courtyards, gardens and plazas. Twelve of the buildings will house 
the headquarters of fashion platform Farfetch, while the rest will be used 
by other tech and start-up companies. A variable roof profile allows views 
towards the river from all buildings. big.dk 
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2) CABIN FEVER 


Held on the shores of Lake Annecy 

in France, the 6th edition of the 
annual Festival des Cabanes featured 
wooden cabins designed on the 
themes of territory and settlement, 
and constructed from wood found 

in the surrounding Haute-Savoie 
forests. Atelier AJO devised LOratoire 
de la Chaise, a cabin supported on 
pillars (pictured), with a pyramidal 
roof made from overlapping planks of 
pine through which light filtered to 
link the inside to the outside. Julien 
Fajardo and Vincent Bédif took 
inspiration from the vertical lines 

of the lakeside trees for their 

tiered cabin, Les Voisins. 
lefestivaldescabanes.com 


(3) POLLINATOR 
ART PROJECT 


Anew 55-metre-long living artwork 
made by artist Alexandra Daisy 
Ginsberg in response to human- 
made ecological damage has been 
planted at the Eden Project, Cornwall. 
It’s part of the garden's Create A Buzz 
programme, which highlights the 
story of UK's native pollinators. The 
Pollinator Pathway artwork uses 

a specially designed algorithm and 

a palette of plants to create a garden 
that will support the greatest diversity 
of bees and other pollinators. 

Using the website and algorithm at 
pollinator.art, gardeners can take part 
and create, plant and share their own 
planting schemes. edenproject.com 
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4)3D PRINTED HOME 
TECLA, an experimental 3D-printed 


home, was one of 17 international 
sustainable projects featured in the 
Built Environment Virtual Pavilion 
at COP26. Designed by Italian studio 
Mario Cucinella Architects with 3D 
printer firm WASP, TECLA is a basic 
cell, the shape and construction 

of which can vary according to local 
climate and context. The prototype, 
made from local clay, consists of 
two interlocking domes, one for 

a bedroom and toilet, the other 

for a living space. Outside another 
cell supports solar and thermal 
panels while a small lake collects 
both grey water and rainwater for 
garden use. mcarchitects. it 
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5) HERITAGE CRAFT 
SKILLS CENTRE 


London-based architecture firm 
Tonkin Liu has won a competition to 
design a new centre for heritage craft 
skills, connected to York Minster. The 
design includes the Heritage Quad, an 
organic-shaped building to the rear of 
2 Minster Court, with an undulating 
green roof that provides views out to 
the Minster. Medieval timbers, visible 
through the high-level glazing, will 
form ‘flower’ trusses above the 
building’s workshops, which will be 
used by gardeners, masons and 
others. A new courtyard garden, 
planted for biodiversity, will also 
feature artworks. Nigel Dunnett is 
advising on planting. yorkminster.org 
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(7) BANGKOK URBAN 
FOREST 


The Forestias, anew mixed-use 


development on the outskirts of Bangkok, 
Thailand, designed by Foster + Partners, 
provides multi-generational family co-living. 
It also enables its residents to reconnect 
with nature thanks to an urban forest 
created by Bangkok-based TK Studio. 

The 48,000 square-metre space is entered 
via a soaring, green-roofed pavilion and 
planted with more than 23,000 saplings of 
indigenous tree species. A canopy walkway 
provides an elevated view of the forest-like 
landscape, which also features a large, 
stepped, water feature, an amphitheatre 
and an events lawn. tkstudio.co.th 


(6) GALLERY GARDEN 


Sydney’s Phoenix Gallery has won the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects’ Award of 
Excellence for Gardens. The gallery, in the city's Chippendale district, received the accolade for its 
two courtyards designed by landscape architects 360° In one courtyard, contrasting succulents 
and cacti frame an artist in residence’s apartment (pictured), while in the central courtyard that 
connects the east and west wings of the building mounded planting of predominantly green 
plants creates a focal point and provides a setting for anumber of sculptural pieces. 360.net.au 
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Celebrate art, design and performance 
with a gift in your Will 


The V&A holds over 2.3 million works of art which delight To find out how your legacy 
and inspire visitors, students and designers from all over the could help: 

world. Work never stops to conserve, store and exhibit the 
collection safely for all to enjoy. Please help us to protect these 
treasures by leaving a donation to the V&A in your Will. 
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Call +44(0)207 942 2898 
Email legacy@vam.ac.uk 
Visit www.vam.ac.uk/legacies 
All donations of any size make a difference and everyone that ‘Fruit’ wallpaper designed by William Morris, 


supports the V&A with a legacy is invited to join the V&A’s Ba eee DY mbe ye Ce ren Mice co 


; English; 1868-70, Bequeathed by J. R. Holliday 
Hen ry Cole Circle. © Victoria & Albert Museum, London 
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The past two years have seen gardens — our own private spaces and those open 

to the public — taking on a greater significance. As well as being places to escape 

the home office, or venues for relaxed and airy social gatherings, the role they’re 

increasingly being asked to play is as key allies in the fight to boost biodiversity. 
Here, ten top designers and gardeners reveal the shifts they have seen in gardening 
recently and how they will be approaching projects and growing in the coming year 


Focus on trees 


Designer Freddie Strickland 


Following the inconclusive outcome 

at COP26, we, as individuals, must take 
the lead on replenishing our gardens, 
streets, parks and land with trees. The 
loss of our green canopy is highlighted 
in the damning figures: just 13 per cent 
of the UK’s total land area has tree cover, 
compared to an EU average of 38 per 
cent. Those numbers hurt. 

A tree is not only a naturalsolution, 
carbon store, air purifier and habitat, 
but through considered design it can 
also bring balance, privacy and 
bucketloads of interest to a garden. 
Trendy is an understatement. 

With embarrassing government targets 
falling well short of what’s required, what 
can we do as individuals? Our often 
small and valuable outdoor spaces need 
to be aligned to a common cause, while 
importantly continuing to serve all the 
needs of all those who inhabit them. 
Clearly, we cannot recreate the New 
Forest in our homes, but together we 
need wholeheartedly to embrace the 
increase of our national canopy and, 
in turn, welcome nature’s abundance. 


Colour chaos 


Garden writer Alice Vincent 


If I had to put my money on anything, it 
would be the return of maximalism, colour 
and chaos to our gardens, and to the cut 
flowers and plants we bring into our homes. 
After a tidal wave of ‘Cafe au Lait’ dahlias 
and shimmeringly tasteful “La Belle Epoque’ 
tulips, a desire for greater fun and frivolity 
—as well as a desire to garden more 
ecologically — in our post-lockdown lives 
can be seen in a bit of floral maximalism. 
Bright and clashing tones in extravagant 
arrangements have been perking up table 
and mantel-scapes on Instagram, and the 
resurgence in Constance Spry style — as 


seen during the recent Garden Museum 
exhibition on Spry — will triumph over the 
sparse Ikebana-inspired floristry we’ve seen 
over the past decade. I, for one, can’t wait; 
bring on the froof. 


Sustainable choices 


Designer Charlotte Rowe 


We still get numerous requests from clients 
for plastic lawns and water features — the 
first of which, we don’t do, and the second, 
we try to discourage. However, there does 
now seem to be a better understanding of 
the need for natural planting and a greater 
respect for the context in which a garden 
or landscape is placed (genus loci and the 
old adage ‘right plant, right place’ come 

to mind here). 

Much has been said recently about the 
crucial importance of sustainability in our 
gardens, but it can be tricky for the average 
homeowner to know how to achieve this 
without some technical understanding. 
This is where professional landscape 
architects and designers need to advise. 

I often post “in-progress’ images on 
Instagram, which show how the natural 
landscape needs to be handled with respect 
when making a garden. I emphasise the 
need to allow gardens to drain properly, 
minimising harmful run-off using land 
drainage, and to increase the use of 
permeable materials for hard landscaping, 
such as gravel. This, in turn, invites 
interesting groundcover planting in that 
gravel and a generally more natural, 
ecologically sustainable garden. 


Designed for joy 
Designer Stefano Marinaz 


Naturalistic planting and wildlife- 
inclusive gardens will continue to be 
popular over the coming year and we're 
seeing more of our clients favour this 
approach over formal garden styles, not 
only in the UK but across Europe too. [> 
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FREDDIE STRICKLAND 
RHS Young Designer of the Year 
in 2021, Freddie is based in 
Bristol and is passionate about 
creating sustainable gardens. 


ALICE VINCENT 
An author and garden writer, 
Alice's expertise is in urban gardens 
and she shares her insights with her 
impressive Instagram following. 


CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


CHARLOTTE ROWE 
Charlotte Rowe's studio in 
London takes on projects in the 
UK and beyond. The team’s 
contemporary style stems from 
designs with ‘strong bones.’ 


A desire for greater fun and frivolity 


in our post- 


a bit of floral maximalism - 


ockdown lives can be seen in 


bright and 
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Clients are becoming more receptive 


STEFANO MARINAZ 
With degrees in agronomy and 
landscape architecture, Stefano 

worked for Arne Maynard 
before setting up his own studio. 


RACHEL WARNE 


Alexandra creates high-end, 
residential gardens rich in colour 
and texture, but sensitive to their 

surrounding environment. 


ACRES WILD 
Debbie Roberts and Ian Smith 
design their gardens to have 
a harmonious sense of place. 
They specialise in naturalistic 
planting to create a timeless feel. 
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tie 


to beresne wera the idea of som 
tes selecting plants simply by their 


flowering period or colour 


> We encourage choices of plants that, 
when combined, provide interest all year 
round. Clients are becoming more 
receptive to understanding the idea 
of plant communities that thrive 
together rather than selecting plants 
simply by their flowering period or colour. 
They also want to learn how to take care 
of the garden. They really want to be part 
of it and are looking for tasks to do. This 
is a big change, which can be attributed to 
the revival of our natural instinct to make 
nature a part of our homes. Gardens that 
are designed with nature in mind create 
plant communities that are healthier, 
more natural and have longevity. 
Beneficial to biodiversity and more 
joyful than a manicured garden, the 
naturalistic approach is also an 
opportunity to engage children in 
nature in the close and safe environment 
of home. It’s an educational tool that 
reinforces the importance of nature and 
the environment in future generations. 


Natural style 


Designer Alexandra Noble 


Over the past couple of years, the 
population has found solace in the face of 
uncertainty within gardens, parks and the 
wider landscape. Our green spaces have 
never felt more vital for our wellbeing. 

On a domestic scale, P’ve noticed an 
increase in clients desiring an informal, 
natural feel within their urban plots. This 
wilder aesthetic might be celebrated, for 
example, via environmentally beneficial 
practices, such as leaving seedheads over 
winter, mowing less frequently, allowing 
plants to grow in gaps between paving, 
and welcoming mosses and lichens. 

As a practical example of promoting 
sustainability, ’m strongly advocating the 
environmental benefits of a natural lawn 
for those clients who request artificial 
grass, and declining commissions should 
the client be adamant that artificial grass is 
the only way forward. I’m also reinforcing 


STEFANO MARINAZ 


the message to clients and friends outside 
the industry about the importance of 
peat-free and organic growing methods. 


Timeless elements 


Designers Acres Wild 


As we work mainly in larger country 
gardens, we’re not seeing the dreadful 
trend of covering lawns with plastic grass. 
In fact, clients are asking for more soft 
landscaping, especially pollinating plants, 
as a way of reconnecting with nature. 
They also seem to want less ‘stuff’, such 
as outdoor kitchens — although barbecues 
and fire pits are still popular. 

Bi-fold doors and porcelain tiles have 
hopefully now had their day, and clients 
are returning to French doors and natural 
stone, which they perceive as being 
timeless. Generally, we would say that, 
guided by us, our clients are buying into 
the concept of less is more. 


Broader views 


Grower Claire Ratinon 


As someone who sits outside of the 
horticultural establishment, I’m excited to 
finally see an appetite for hearing from 
those whose ideas, values and stories sit 
beyond the traditional gardening landscape. 

There appears to be a growing hunger to 
discover the histories of the plants we grow 
and the stories of those who grow them. 
I’m looking forward to witnessing how 
embracing the narratives that shape which 
flowers, shrubs and crops grow in our 
gardens will influence the ways that we 
talk about, and practice, gardening. 

Under the shadow of the climate crisis, 
I’m hoping to see more gardeners growing 
with the natural world central to their 
practice — for example, leaving their edible 
plants to flower for the pollinators, 
planting drought-resilient perennials and 
abandoning manicured lawns, tidy-edged 
beds and the annual programme of digging 
and winter tidying, so that the many 


creatures that dwell alongside us in our 
growing spaces may thrive. 


Biodiversity drive 


Plantsman Charlie Harpur 


This year will be wilder than the last, and 
life on Earth will thank us for it. Whether 
we like to be reminded of it or not, 
biodiversity is declining faster than it has 

at any other time in human history. But 
gardeners and designers are becoming more 
and more aware of our role in the crisis. 
Monty Don, for example, tackled one of the 
most accessible practical considerations in 
early 2021 when his comments on mowing 
lawns (or not, as the case may be) ruffled 

a few feathers among sward lovers, but 

he raised some excellent points. 

The findings of the University of 
Sheffield’s Biodiversity in Urban Gardens 
(BUGS) project — started in 2002 — are 
more relevant than ever, especially for 
our predominantly urban population. 
Among plenty of other things, the project 
highlighted the fact that there was 
that there was a whopping 13 square miles 
of private domestic gardens in Sheffield. As 
it was selected as a model city for the UK, 
we can assume that a similarly large 
proportion of other cities are made up 
of such high-input lost opportunities. 

What BUGS also told us was that 
a wider range of plants generally equals 
greater biodiversity, which is a creed I 
can see being adopted in even the smallest 
gardens, roof terraces or windowsills. You 
can see just such a wide range of plants at 
The Serge Hill Project for Gardening and 
Health started by Tom and Sue Stuart- 
Smith, in Hertfordshire, which we hope 
will be open to visitors this year. 


Wonderfully wild 


Designer Jonathan Snow 


I’ve noticed a move towards gardens and 
landscapes that are more ‘undone’ than ever 


before. Words such as ‘nature’, ‘wildlife’, 
and ‘biodiversity’ have long cropped up in 
briefs, but clients have only recently started 
to really embrace this trend. 

Pm currently working on a design for 
a lake, and the plan is to allow the grass 
surrounding it to grow back by relying 
more on the seedbank within the soil, 
rather than intervention by way of a 
specialist seed mix. On the same project, 
a number of large fields are going to 
be rewilded with the lightest of touches, 
allowing natural processes to re-establish 
themselves more slowly. 

Another client surprised me recently 
(and pleasantly) by asking for a really full 
and unruly garden in London. She wants 
to be completely immersed in planting, 
and the challenge is to give her that feeling 
in an urban setting, and for it to look good 
for the majority of the year. I also forecast 
an increasing appreciation for, and a 
willingness to pay for, good maintenance. 


Wildlife support 
Designer Juliet Sargeant 


The most striking trend that ’'m seeing — 
and am delighted to see — is an increasing 
interest in creating some space and support 
for wildlife in the garden. 

It cuts across all the styles of garden 
that my clients want: formal, country, 
urban and naturalistic. Most people are 
keen to plant with a view to feeding birds 
and insects, while some go as far as to 
think about creating habitats. People 
with a large enough space are often happy 
to give some over to meadow, and some 
are willing to let wildflowers or ‘weeds’ 
grow in the lawn. I would say, however, 
that for most British gardeners, a pristine, 
stripy lawn is still king. 

One of our most popular day courses 
has become ‘How to Create your Own 
Wildlife Pond’ and I’m looking forward to 
increasing numbers coming to our various 
‘eco’ and sustainable gardening days. 
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ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


CLAIRE RATINON 
Author and organic food grower, 
Claire is passionate about how 
plants and nature have the 
potential to heal and connect us. 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


CHARLIE HARPUR 
Plantsman and designer for Tom 
Stuart-Smith Studio, Charlie is 
setting up The Serge Hill Project 
for Gardening and Health. 


JONATHAN SNOW 
A gold medal winner at RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show in 2021, 
Jonathan enjoys introducing 
contrasts to his designs to create 
depth and richness in the garden. 


A wider range of plants generall 


equals greater biodiversity, which 7 
7 JULIET SARGEANT 


Juliet is a keen advocate for 
health and wellbeing through 
gardening. She’s a garden 
designer, presenter, and lead 
tutor at Sussex Garden School. 
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La WINTER 2021 


“Clove” cardigan, £84, 
and striped fingerless 
gloves, £24, 
TAKE-2 PRICE £19 
per pair. 
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You can sal webshop, call 0800 056 9912 or e-mail order@gudrunsjoden.co.uk. Free shipping, fast delivery and 30 day return policy! 


' j 
Misiccihe to my store at 65-67 Monmouth Street, Covent garden, Longe 
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Warm wellies 


Step out in style, whatever the weather, with these sturdy boots 


COMPILED BY KATIE BEALE 


SHORT CUTS FAUX-FUR-LINED LACE-UP 

Chelsea Chop, bish bosh black, Polka Giboulee, new noir, 3/4 Length Rubberboots, grey, 

£80, Poddy & Black, £75, Aigle, £130, Ilse Jacobsen, 

poddyandblack.com 020 7660 1576, aigle.com +45 88 77 93 98, ilsejacobsen.com 

ROLL TOP WEATHER THE STORM LITTLE WONDERS 
Women’s Refined Stitch Roll Top Sherpa Boots, Women's Tempest Wellingtons, Wonderwelly Short Wellington Boots, midnight navy, 
arctic moss green, £135, Hunter, green with tartan lining, £99.95, Barbour, £75, FitFlop, 
hunterboots.com 0800 917 3000, barbour.com 0800 856 0148, fitflop.com 


TRACKS IN THE SNOW BUCKLE UP HIGH AND MIGHTY 
Dunlop Blizzard Unisex Wellington Boots,blue/black, Adults’ Neoprene Lined Field Warm Wellies, green, Arctic Ice Vibram All Terrain Tall Boots, grey 
£52.49, Decathlon, £55, The Warm Welly Company, geometric, £185, The Original Muck Boot Company, 
decathlon.co.uk 01697 741937, warmwellies.co.uk 01452 886201, muckbootcompany.co.uk 


97 


HALF PRICE CASE 
OF WINES FROM 
AROUND THE 
WORLD 

You'll pay just £65.88 
for these 12 luxury 
bottles of wine from 
Virgin Wines, and also 
receive free express 
delivery — that’s just 
£549 a bottle! 
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asim Visit gardensillustrated. com/ 
offers to discover all our fabulous 
latest offers and competitions for 


readers. 


Select . 
Click on the offer you re 
dinto go to the dedicated 


intereste 
o find all the 


page, where you'll als 
Treat yourself from our curated selection of offers terms and conditions. Priceron ll 
from the Gardens Illustrated Reader Rewards Redeem Ea 


: . Follow the instructions on 
scheme. You ll find SO much More online, [oo the offer page to claim it 


and enjoy! 


12% SAVING ON BLOOM 
& WILD'S FLOWERS a» 
Brighten up January for yourself 

or aloved one with Bloom & Wild's 
gorgeous bouquets, plants and 

gifts, and also enjoy a bright 12% 
discount on your order. 


BLOOM { 3 aed 
@WILD St. a 


ESEASALT & 


CORNWAIL 


20% DISCOUNT AT SEASALT 
Inspired by the landscape of Cornwall, shop in store or online for 
Seasalt’s beautiful and practical clothing and claim 20% off. 


To redeem all of these offers and more, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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Hotpoint 

PRIVILEGE PURCHASE CLUB 
25% OFF 
KITCHEN 
APPLIANCES 

You Can now access 
the Hotpoint Privilege 
Purchase Club, giving 
you a 25% discount 
on kitchen appliances 
from Hotpoint, Indesit 
and Kitchenaid, as 
well as free delivery 
nationwide. 


GREAT ¥ 


MONEY-SAVING | 


LVVEtheatre 


OFFERS ON WEST 
END SHOWS 
15% DISCOUNT Treat yourself to 
ON AWARD- a fab West End show 
WINNING and claim your discount 
SKINCARE from Love Theatre. This 


official agent for London 
theatres is offering 
readers exciting deals 
and package tickets 

on musicals, plays 

and comedies. 


Pamper your skin this 
winter with UpCircle’s 
organic beauty natural 
products, cleverly made 
from leftover ingredients 
including coffee grounds 
and olive stones. 
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Create \cademy 


If your New Year's resolution is to 
learn more about garden design, 
take advantage of 20% off Create 
Academy's course with Dan Pearson. 


HURTIGRUTEN 


Norwegian Coastal Express 


10% DISCOUNT ON 
HURTIGRUTEN’S 
COASTAL EXPRESS 
Experience ‘the world’s most 
beautiful voyage’ and witness the 
magical Northern Lights. Sail past 
more than 100 fjords and 1,000 
mountains on voyages where no 
other ships go. 


SAVE 
10% 


FIVE FACTS ABOUT 
HURTIGRUTEN 


The original since 1893, this voyage 
rightly earns its place in the hall 

of fame of iconic traveller routes. 
Here are five facts about this 
famous journey: 


It was originally the route used to 
transport people and goods from 
port to port before north Norway 
had a proper road network. 


Loved by locals, it is the best way 
to discover Norway, visiting 34 ports, 
cities, market towns and hamlets. 


You can cross the Arctic Circle 
and hunt the Northern Lights in 
winter, or enjoy 24 hours of 
daylight in summer. 


An integral part 
of Norwegian 
culture, 
Hurtigruten 
even has a song 
named after it! 


Amuseum 
celebrating 
Hurtigruten’s history 
was opened in 2021. 


To redeem all of these offers and more, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 


Paul's walking no 
longer an uphill battle 


thanks to TURMERIC + 


Walking is one of the most beneficial forms of 
exercise, and also one of the most underestimated 
in terms of well-being. It’s a great way to reach the 
recommended level of physical activity needed to 
stay healthy without the toll to joints, ligaments and 
muscles that more demanding sports exact. 


When taking longer walks 
however, some of us can 
experience skeletal and 
muscular discomfort. Paul 
Goddard, 62, a Nordic Walking 
instructor from Saffron 
Walden in Essex, swears by a 
product called Turmeric+ as 
an effective means of keeping 
him active. 


“| decided to become a Nordic 
Walking instructor in 2009 
and started walking forty to 
fifty miles a week. Two years 
ago it became uncomfortable 
to walk distances that should 
have been easy for someone of 
my age and fitness levels. | felt 
very apprehensive as walking 
is not only my passion, but my 
business.” 


Paul continues: “| started doing 
some research. | learned that 
turmeric could be helpful and 
bought supplements... and then 
stumbled upon Turmeric+.” 


Curcumin, the active ingredient 
in turmeric, is difficult for the 
body to absorb. Some turmeric 
products offer high levels of 
curcumin but unless this is 
easily absorbed by the body, 
the higher amounts make little 
difference. 


The need for easy absorption 
is what led the scientists at 
FutureYou Cambridge to create 
Turmeric+ using the patented 
‘Curcuma Phospholipid 
Complex’ formulation. It’s 
thirty times more absorbable 


than standard turmeric and 
contains vitamin C, which 
contributes to normal collagen 
formation for the normal 
function of cartilage. 


“Soon after taking it | 
experienced that ‘light-bulb’ 
moment - | realised my knees 
felt like they used to. | take 
Turmeric+ religiously now. 

| walk around two hundred 
miles a month and even my 
customers have remarked on 
my mobility. 


“Walking is great for fitness 
as well as your mental health. 


Try Turmeric+ before you buy it 


JUST PAY £1.50 POSTAGE* 


FutureYou Cambridge is offering new 
customers the chance to try its flagship 
product, Turmeric+, for just the cost of 


the £1.50 postage.* 


Turmeric+ was formulated by FutureYou 
Cambridge, well-known for its science- 
backed health 


institutions. 


highly-regarded scientific and nutritional 
experts and has also developed close 
ties with world-leading educational 


Since launching the product the 
company has continually received 


Advertisement 


Being able to walk easily has 
made a huge difference to my 
life and | feel fitter now than | 


did twenty years ago.” 


Adam Cleevely, CEO of 
FutureYou Cambridge 
comments: 


“We want to support more 
people to get active and we 
think Turmeric+ can play an 
important role in that journey. 
We have tens of thousands of 
happy Turmeric+ subscribers 
who regularly tell us about their 
positive stories, just like Paul.” 


FutureYou 


CAMBRIDGE 


said one five star review. 


‘We're very happy to give people their first 
pack for free so they can experience it 


for themselves, says Adam Cleevely, the 


company’s CEO. 
‘It might sound bonkers but it really isn’t. 


—————————— ee Ses ee positive feedback from happy We're that confident in the effectiveness 
y, Saas customers, particularly on Trustpilot, the — of our formulation. 
Future wi based in linelerseintcleine en ius reviews lchareiara ‘|can’t think of a better way to convince 
Cambridge, ‘The product appears to meet all its people. If they like it, they will stick with 
regularly promises and the service levels from it. Tens of thousands of customers 


consults with FutureYou Cambridge are first class,’ already do’ 


To claim your free 28 day Turmeric+ subscription trial pack worth £16.80, visit 


FutureYouOffers.co.uk or freephone O800 808 5740 quoting code 


If it’s not for you, simply cancel your subscription at any time, without obligation. 


Discount valid until 28th February 2022. Turmeric+ contains vitamin C which contributes to normal collagen formation for the normal function of 
cartilage and bones. New UK customers only. One free trial per household. Your first box is free (Just pay £1.50 postage) and you will be enrolled into a 
flexible subscription (£16.80 every 28 days). We regret but we cannot take payment for this offer by cheque. You can stop deliveries at any time without 
obligation. See website for more information on our subscription service. Turmeric+ from FutureYou Cambridge should be consumed as part of a healthy 
and balanced diet and lifestyle. If you are taking any prescribed medication or have any medical conditions always consult your doctor or pharmacist 
before taking vitamins or supplements. Trial pack promotion cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotions. 


* Trustpilot 
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WINTER GARDENS 
by Clare Foster and 
Andrew Montgomery 


Montgomery Press, £45 
ISBN 978-1919650708 


Handsome coffee-table tome with lyrical essays 


capturing the essence of winter. Captivating book 


for anyone interested in design, gardens or beauty. 


Reviewer Humaira Ikram is a garden designer. 


Iam a master at tsundoku, the 
art of collecting books in 

a pile that you may never get 
around to reading. But Winter 
Gardens has avoided such 

a fate. After opening it I found 
it hard to extract myself. It’s 

a mix of emotive photographs 
in sepia and monochrome 
tones by Andrew Montgomery, 
surrounded by poetic and 
illuminating texts by writer 
Clare Foster. 

The book feels like a labour 
of love. It is impressive in its 
weight, size and the choice of 
paper and finish of the pages. 

I know you should never judge 
a book by its cover, but the cover 
image capturing the golden light 
of winter washing over plant 
skeletons and seedheads, invites 
you in to discover more. 

Montgomery reveals the 
bare bones of a garden, which 
can sometimes be the poor 
relation to fully saturated 
summer fripperies, in a way 
that reminds us that every day 
in every season there is 
something of beauty outside. 
Detail is uncovered and 
lovingly captured, spilling from 
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the pages, immersing you 

in every scene; the topiary 
sentinels standing alone 

until spring; the textural 
seedheads standing up against 
the elements; the icy winds 
buffeting the trees and hedges. 

Covering a selection of 
well-known, and some 
lesser-visited gardens in 
England and Wales, and one 
from the Netherlands, the book 
is a testament to the considered 
seasonal design embodied in 
them. The device of using early, 
mid- and late-winter sections 
to showcase each garden at its 
best is very successful, and the 
list of plants and elements 
within each garden is an added 
and unexpected bonus. 

The arc from autumn leaves 
and decay through to hard 
cold winters, and then back 
to spring’s snowdrops and 
the promise of warmer days 
ahead, kept me engaged. 

As many of the designers 
state in the book, winter is 
a time for reflection and 
planning, and for me, when 
I put this book down, that is 
just what I was inspired to do. 


The Plants & Places That Inspired 
Frances Hodgson Burnett 


UNEARTHING THE 
SECRET GARDEN 
by Marta McDowell 


Timber Press, £19.99 
ISBN 978-1604699906 


Beautifully written biography of Frances Hodgson 


Burnett, exploring the relationship between her life 


and her writings. For all lovers of secret gardens. 


Reviewer Twigs Way is a freelance writer. 


The Secret Garden, originally 
published in 1911, is one of 
those books that transcends 
ages. Although many of us first 
encountered it in childhood, it 
is read and reread into 
adulthood as we realise more 
of its complexities and thrill to 
its story of transformation 
through gardening. It has never 
been out of print and millions 
of readers will be familiar with 
its central characters: Mary, 
Dickon and Colin, and not 
forgetting the robin. 
Considerably less is known 
about the book’s author Frances 
Hodgson Burnett. A prolific 
writer, garden creator, traveller, 
and someone who constantly 
reinvented her own life, 
Hodgson Burnett poured herself 
into The Secret Garden. Now 
Marta McDowell has captured 
this intense relationship between 
the writer and her gardens in 
Unearthing the Secret Garden. 
Divided into sections (before, 
inside, after and outside The 
Secret Garden), this biographical 
exploration uses extensive and 
expertly chosen quotations from 
personal letters and articles 


written by Hodgson Burnett to 
discover her childhood and 
early years. These show the 
influence of specific gardens she 
knew, and flowers she loved. 
Beautifully and prolifically 
illustrated with a wealth of new 
and historic photographs, it also 
includes illustrations from 
various editions of The Secret 
Garden and other books by 
the author. McDowell has 
also included substantial 
excerpts from some of 
Hodgson Burnett’s writings 
(helpfully distinguished by 
their green pages). 
There is an extra treat in 
the well-laid-out sources and 
citations at the end, along with 
signposts to further reading and, 
for those who prefer gardening 
to archives, a list of plants 
referred to by Hodgson Burnett 
in letters and writings. 
McDowell has dedicated 
this book to ‘Everyone who has 
loved, loves, or will love, The 
Secret Garden’ and I would add 
to that; this book is for anyone 
who loves reading or gardening 
or exploring the history of 
places and lives entwined. 


A SPOTTER’S GUIDE TO 
COUNTRYSIDE MYSTERIES 

FROM PIDDOCKS AND LYNCHETS 
TO WITCH’S BROOM 

by John Wright 


Profile Books, £16.99 
ISBN 978-1788168267 


An intriguing and personal delve into the natural 
and human history of the British landscape that 


encompasses field, wood and seashore. 


Reviewer Stephanie Donaldson is a freelance writer. 


In his introduction, author 
John Wright gives readers 
permission to treat this book 
as a ‘bran tub’ to be dipped 
into rather than read from 
cover to cover. While I cannot 
claim to have started at the 
beginning and read from start 
to finish, I did keep finding 
myself so engrossed that I kept 
turning the pages wanting to 
know more. 

Wright, who has written 
many countryside books, 
including The Forager’s 
Calendar, has a wonderful dry 
sense of humour that keeps 
you engaged even when 
discussing some of the more 
scientific ins and outs of 
a subject. I loved his 
description of dodder 
(Cuscuta epithymum) as 
‘a parasitic plant that lives a 
life of shame and dependency 
by sponging off its fellow 
plants’. Or the ha-ha as a ‘grass 
infinity pool’. Topics range far 
and wide, and alongside 
folklore, history and personal 
observations there is some 
serious science that rewards 
concentration. Wright, 


a naturalist and a leading 
expert on fungi, has developed 
a keen interest in the complex 
nature of plant galls, and it 
took me more than one 
reading to get to grips with 
‘horizontal gene transfer’, 

but I definitely began to 
understand why he found 
these structures so fascinating. 

There were many moments 
when a fact stopped me in my 
tracks and I gained new insight. 
Now I know that a familiar 
feature of meadows, the fairy 
ring, radiates out from a single 
spot, feeding on its leading edge 
and dying off within as it 
consumes nutrients to form 
a mycelial ring. One of the 
largest recorded is 800 metres 
across and believed to 
be 1,000 years old. 

This beautifully illustrated, 
practical and entertaining 
book can be used to help us 
understand more about what 
we are looking at on our 
countryside walks, to widen 
our knowledge of the features 
and phenomena around us, 
rather than simply labelling 
them and walking on by. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


GROW AND GATHER: 

A GARDENER’S GUIDE TO 
A YEAR OF CUT FLOWERS 
by Grace Alexander 


Quadrille, £20 
ISBN 978-1787135840 


A beautiful book on the art, science and alchemy 


of growing and arranging seasonal cut flowers 


and foliage from your garden. 


Reviewer Caroline Beck is a flower farmer in Durham. 


‘If I had one piece of advice 
for you, it would be invest in 
your soil’ It’s a brave woman 
who writes about the 
intricacies of soil health when 
so many people want flash 
results without the hard graft. 
But I applaud author and 
grower Grace Alexander’s 
honesty in this book, because 
this is the most valuable tip 
for anyone wanting to grow 
flowers (or pretty much 
anything else). There’s no 
compare-and-despair here. 
Failures are given as much 
weight as success. Her book 
is so full of good sense and 
patient observation that 

you feel you are right 
alongside her as she sows, 
weeds, plans and grows. 

Her day job is as a 
psychologist working in the 
gruelling field of child 
protection, and she brings 
many of the same qualities 
to growing that she needs for 
her profession — clarity, 
record-keeping and constant 
reappraisal of her practice. 
And if this sounds exhausting, 
her writing has such warmth 


and fluidity that you never 
feel bogged down. It made 

me want to get out into the 
garden and experiment. 

Alexander mixes up the 
‘method’ parts of the text, 
such as when and how to 
sow, staking, composting and 
collecting seed, with excerpts 
from her daily journal, which 
humanises the book. She is no 
didactic teacher, more of a 
knowledgeable companion 
who wor’ tell you off if you 
muck up the whole thing. 

I have many books about 
gardening on my shelves, and 
I can’t remember a single 
one that includes the 
recommendation ‘relax and 
enjoy yourself’, and perhaps 
if they did I would have 
picked them up more. 

Growing flowers is not 
easy, and Alexander never 
pretends it is, but you sense 
the quiet euphoria of growing 
one flower from one seed in 
a world where cut flowers, 
like most things, are seen 
only as commodities. And 
this perhaps is the book’s most 
valuable lesson. 
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THE TREELINE: THE LAST 
FOREST AND THE FUTURE 
OF LIFE ON EARTH 

by Ben Rawlence 


Jonathan Cape, £20 


ISBN 978-1787332249 


A lyrical travelogue documenting the decline of the 


great boreal forests that encircle the north of the globe, 
and the cultures that depend on them. 


Reviewer Rory Dusoir is a Kew-trained plantsman and garden writer. 


If this book had been written 
30 years ago, it may perhaps 
have read simply as a 
testament to a disappearing 
way of life, a poignant 
celebration of indigenous 
cultures clustered around the 
North Pole and their ancient 
ways. The author travels to 
meet what remnants he can 
find of peoples such as the 
Sami in Norway, the Nganasan 
in Russia and the Anishinaabe 
in Canada. He finds people 
attuned to the delicate balance 
of the natural environment, 
whose customs are geared 
towards maintaining that 
balance and who are 
themselves much more an 
intrinsic part of nature than 

a species removed from it. 

The societal pressures that 
have all but destroyed these 
cultures seem quite relentless 
enough to finish the job, 
although there are some hopeful 
stories of restoration, both of 
habitat and of culture. But there 
is a greater threat overshadowing 
it all, and the world as we know 
it. The author’s opinion on 
man-made climate change is 


104 


that it has already done far more 
irreversible damage to the global 
ecosystem than most people are 
prepared to contemplate. 

The changes are already 
being felt keenly in the far 
North, where a delicate 
ecosystem is undergoing 
quick and chaotic change. 
Shorter and warmer winters 
are leading to a rapid march 
of birch trees across tundra 
where they have not grown 
for thousands of years, with 
wildfires ravaging the vast tracts 
of larch that define the taiga of 
Russia and Siberia. Methane and 
carbon dioxide locked under the 
permafrost will be released as it 
thaws, accelerating a process that 
is already out of control. 

The book, which blends 
nature, travel and science 
writing, serves as an elegy to 
civilisations that appear to be 
doomed. But the author is keen 
that we take the opportunity to 
learn from these societies and 
their communal approach to 
husbanding natural resources, 
squarely blaming capitalism for 
the mess we are in now. A grim 
and thought-provoking read. 


THE 


WOODCHIP 
HANDBOOK 


THE WOODCHIP HANDBOOK: A 
COMPLETE GUIDE FOR FARMERS, 
GARDENERS AND LANDSCAPERS 
by Ben Raskin 


Chelsea Green Publishing, £20 
ISBN 978-1645020486 


An essential guide to the many uses of woodchip, both 


in regenerative agriculture and horticulture, including 


the latest research and inspiring case studies. 


Reviewer Joshua Sparkes is a horticulturist and garden writer. 


Never before have I really 
thought beyond the usual ideas 
of woodchip and its use as either 
a bedding mulch or just a nice 
material to dress paths with, 

but since reading The Woodchip 
Handbook by Ben Raskin, I can 
see that it can offer so much 
more, especially on the topic 

of regenerative growing. This 
handbook blew my expectations 
and I found myself constantly 
turning the next page to delve 
deeper into what I now know 

as the overlooked power of these 
little pieces of chipped wood. 

Author Ben Raskin, head of 
horticulture and agroforestry 
for the Soil Association, has 
produced a book that clearly 
shows a lifetime of research and 
experience on the subject and 
should be found on the shelves 
of anyone interested in 
sustainable and regenerative 
horticulture or agriculture. 

I am certain this is the most 
comprehensive and detailed 
book on the subject, covering 
important topics such as 
sourcing, woodland 
management, composting, 
making potting mixes, detailed 


nutrient and mineral 
breakdown and its ability to 
improve the soil — benefiting 
both plants and animals. 

Raskin also goes further by 
breaking down in detail the 
machinery requirements, 
costings, and types of woodland 
needed for harvesting woodchip 
effectively and profitably while 
protecting, and possibly 
creating, new ecosystems. 

My favourite aspects of 
the book are the wonderful 
case examples of other 
inspiring people using 
woodchip successfully, from 
propagation to farming. 

This book covers everything 
I look for — inspiring and 
innovative methods, 
breaking down myths and 
misconceptions and backing it 
up with good solid evidence. 

It also inspires by showing how 
effective and easy it can be to 
restore our soils without the 
need for expensive amendments 
or complicated methods. 

I’m certain anyone who buys 
this book will find it becomes 
an essential and well-thumbed 
addition to their collection. 


Matthew Evans 


SOIL: THE INCREDIBLE STORY 


OF WHAT KEEPS THE EARTH, 
AND US, HEALTHY 
The incredible story of what 
keeps the earth, and us, healthy by Matthew Evans 


Murdoch Books, £14.99 
ISBN 978-1911668190 


A fascinating book you cannot afford not to read. 


It’s time the world started to connect to soil, and this 


brilliant book will tell you why and how to do so. 


Reviewers The Land Gardeners (Bridget Elworthy 
and Henrietta Courtauld) are experts in soil health. 


This is an incredibly important 


book and one that needed 
to be written. It’s also an 
extremely timely book that 
is especially needed now, 
when we must start 
reconnecting with the soil. 
Author Matthew Evans, 
a former chef and food 
critic and now smallholder 
in Australia, has written 
this story about our most 
precious and arguably 
most neglected resource. 
Delving deep into the 
world beneath our feet, this 
book gives an in-depth but 
accessible account of how we 
are damaging our soils — and 
importantly how we can save 
them. The misuse of the 
plough over thousands of 
years, and the more recent 
saturation of our land with 
chemicals, have contributed 
to the destruction of this 
delicate system. This in turn 
has led to desertification 
(astonishingly 29 million 
acres of land are lost to 
desertification globally each 
year), widespread pollution 
and the unprecedented release 


of carbon dioxide into 
the atmosphere. 

Thankfully, there is hope 
and Evans takes us through 
how we can repair our soils; 
throw away all chemicals, 
avoid bare earth, have 
continuous living plant 
cover (the more biodiversity 
the better), encourage worms 
and make compost. 

Above all, this book helps 
us to understand what is really 
happening beneath our feet. 
We learn about microbes and 
their symbiotic partnership 
with the plants they support 
and the fascinating role of 
worms. It crucially makes the 
link between the health of our 
soil, the health of our food 
and the health of our planet, 
showing how, by caring for 
our soils, we can sequester 
carbon and help combat 
climate change. 

It’s a book that will, 
hopefully, shock you into 
action; and it will encourage 
and empower you to respect 
this ecosystem. “The thing is, 
soil doesn’t forget. What we 
do to soil, we do to ourselves. 


More books to help you minimise your kitchen waste, brush up 
on your knowledge of British trees, and enjoy charming art. 
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THE NEW SYLVA 

by Gabriel Hemery and Sarah 
Simblet, Bloomsbury, £30, 

ISBN 978-1408835449 

Hemery and Simblet revisit John 
Evelyn's Sylva (1664) and give it 
acontemporary, illustrated update 
celebrating the history and features 
of our most important trees. 


A YEAR UNFOLDING: A 
PRINTMAKER’S VIEW 

by Angela Harding, 

Sphere, £20, 

ISBN 978-0751584332 

Those who love Angela Harding’s 
countryside prints will enjoy this 
artistic anthology of her work, and 
insight into a year in her studio. 


THE WHOLE VEGETABLE 

by Sophie Gordon, 

Michael Joseph, £25, 

ISBN 978-0241465134 
Plant-based recipes to help cook 
and eat vegetables in their entirety. 
Leaves, stalks, tops, flowers, seeds, 
and peelings are put to good use, 
minimising waste in the kitchen. 


MISTLETOE WINTER 

by Roy Dennis, 

Saraband, £9.99, 
ISBNI97e-1915395250 

A collection of essays from one 
of the UK's most prominent field 
naturalists. Dennis reflects on the 
current state of conservation and 
provides optimistic solutions. 


WOODLANDER: A GUIDE TO 
SUSTAINABLE WOODLAND 
MANAGEMENT 

by Ben Law, Guild of Master 
Craftsman Publications Ltd, 
£25, ISBN 978-1784945572 

A holistic approach to managing 
a small woodland. This book also 
looks at the wildlife one supports. 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT 
VERSION 
You can buy 
printed issues WONDERS* 
of the magazine by Foe 
published up —s 

to six issues 
ago. See below 
for details. 


DIGITAL 
VERSION 


Save money 
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must eve 5 
ants for. 7 
when you Hy i 
subscribe to GARDEN \ 
the digital mle : ; 

edition — aoe) : at 
see page 20 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


+44 1604 973722 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 


Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 


SINGLE ISSUES 


| would like to order 


SUBSCRIBERS 
UK £4.79 per copy 


03330 162114 


copy/copies of issue(s) 
NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
TUK £5.99 per copy 
EU £5.59 per copy [CIEU £6.99 per copy 
Restofworld £6.39 per copy ORest of world £799 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 

SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

UK £849 each OUUK £9.99 each 

EU £945 each CEU £10.50 each 

Rest ofworld £10.80 each (Rest of world £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


OI enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
Gardens Illustrated for £ 

C1 would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa [] Mastercard [) 


OOOO WUOO WUOO WOOO 
Expiry date DOU Issue no. Cif shown)L_] | 


OOO 


: OOO 


Signature Date i ie 
YOUR DETAILS 
Title Forename 
' Surname 
| Address 
| Post/Zip code 


KEEP IN TOUCH 


Gardens Illustrated (published by Immediate Media Company Limited) would like to send you 
updates, special offers and promotions by email. Youcan unsubscribe at any time. 


Please tick here if you would like to receive these Ml 


We wouldalso like to keep in touch by post and telephone about other relevant offers and promotions from 
Immediate Media. If you do not wish to be contacted this way please tick here post i phoneli. For more 
information about how to change the way we contact you, and how we hold your personal information, 
please see our privacy policy, which canbe viewed online at policies.immediate.co.uk/privacy 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 

1 Genus of stag’s horn sumach — in 
winter husks (4) 

4 Sunflower genus — affecting health 

in US! (10) 

9 A Magnolia species with star-shaped 
flowers — a tallest variety (8) 

10 Crisp-headed winter savoy cabbage — 
from a frozen Arctic plain? (6) 

11 Chinese cabbage variety — partly wrap 
exterior (4) 

12 Vetches grown for green manure — to 
produce aster? (5) 

14 Cut short a field’s total produce? (4) 
15 Genus of ‘foxtail lily — sort of rue 
serum (8) 

18 Plum-shaped tomato named after 
Ukrainian seaport (6) 

20 Genus of a white-flowering Chinese 
climber — agreed, fantastic! (6) 

22 Prickly shrub, mutation of 

R. x centifolia, with soft growth on stems/ 
petals — Morse SOS broadcast! (4,4) 

24 Common name of Isatis tinctoria and 
the blue dye it produces (4) 

26 Natal lily leaves are ___-shaped... 
sections turned back (5) 

28 Descriptive of such fruits as 
blueberries (4) 

29 Common name for fragrant, yellow- 
flowering Acacia dealbata (6) 

31 Glasshouse for citrus fruits and name 
of a citrus-coloured narcissus (8) 

32 Genus of plant also called African 
lily (10) 

33 If sharp, it’s good for improving 
compost drainage (4) 


DOWN 

2 Group of colourful rhododendrons — 
for an impetuous person? (7) 

3 Genus of willows found in colossal 
ixias (5) 

4 Crisp centre of eg Webbs Wonderful 
lettuce (5) 

5 Genus of bottle-brush flower 
“Gayfeather’ — I entered in trials, maybe (7) 
6 An ornamental allium — on show in 

a gallery? (3) 

7 Term for a bulb’s papery covering — a 
habit in Roman times? (5) 

8 Pulls plant from the soil (7) 

13 Pinches off tip of a growing stem (5) 
16 A pink climbing rose with red 
stamens — flipping gem! (3) 

17 Straggles like a rambler? (5) 

19 Cereal plant’s fruiting body in Alcea 
rosea (3) 

21 Soundly encouraging... what cuttings 
should be doing (7) 

22 A named vibrant-red dahlia — 
associated with author Iris? (7) 

23 Spice obtained from Crocus sativus (7) 
25 Hang down loosely... a fleshy fruit 
with a stone, we hear (5) 

27 If prickly, they're in Opuntia genus 
not Pyrus! (5) 

28 Culinary herbs held by Tess — a 
gesture (5) 

30 A barley ‘beard’ — left off cultivated 
grassy area (3) 


* Solutions to this issue’s crossword will be printed in the February issue 


SOLUTION TO DECEMBER ISSUE'S CROSSWORD 

ACROSS 7 Chive 10 Scots pine 12 Nigella 13 Gorse 14 Bloomer 15 Freda 17 Snow White 
19 Midas 21 Ramsons 24 Cymes 26 Banksia 29/48 Christmas rose 31/28 House leeks 

31 Matures 33 Cacti 34 Melissa 36 Aroid 37 Mistletoe 40 Yucca 42 Tumbler 44 Raven 

46 Eurybia 48 Earthworm 49 Gwent 50 Scent. 

DOWN 2/10A Jingle Bells 2 Heel 3 Flag 4 Double 5 Firm 6 Heartsease 7 Conifer 8 Beans 
9 Straw 10 Species 11 Snowman 16 Aloes 18 Oscar 20 Disbuds 22 Maestro 23 Sacks 

25 Music 26 Besom 27 Limnanthes 29 Moist 30 Holly 32 Rudolph 33 Cestrum 

35 Amaranth 37 Marrow 38 Lovage 39 Erect 41 Cobaea 43 Mars 45 Noel. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Gardens to visit 2022 


This new year, make a resolution to visit our collection of stunning gardens 
and arboretums from across the UK and Ireland. Watch the turn of the 
seasons through the beautifully changing flora and fauna. 3 
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MORTON HALL GARDENS 

Morton Hall Gardens Tulip Festival 30 April to 2 May, in conjunction with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company and Bloms Bulbs. Be inspired by thousands of stunning 
tulips in borders, pots and cut flower displays, with expertise from Bloms Bulbs 
at hand. Tickets are limited and must be pre-booked at rsc.org-uk/morton-hall. 
Worcestershire B96 6SJ | 01386 791820 | mortonhallgardens.co.uk 


2 SHUTTLEWORTH SWISS GARDEN 3 GLAMIS CASTLE 

The Shuttleworth Swiss Garden was created by Lord Ongley in the 1820s Situated in heart of Angus, Glamis Castle is renowned for its rich history. 
and contains 13 listed structures and intriguing vistas in a nine-acre landscape. The castle offers guided tours where visitors can explore the fascinating 100-year 
Embellished with Victorian features during the 1870s, it sits alongside the Shuttleworth history, whilst the gardens have an array of outdoor spaces including The Italian 
Collection of historic aircraft and is open all year round, except at Christmas. Garden, Nature Trail, Walled Garden and the atmospheric Macbeth Trail. 
Bedfordshire SG18 9DX | 01767 627927 | shuttleworth.org/swiss-garden Angus, Scotland DD8 1RJ | 01307 840393 | glamis-castle.co.uk 
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DENMANS GARDEN CHIPPENHAM PARK 


Created by Joyce Robinson, a pioneer in gravel gardening, and former Large formal and woodland gardens set around lakes and ancient canals, 
home of landscape designer John Brookes MBE, Denmans is a Grade II-listed boasting spectacular displays of snowdrops and aconites in February followed 
garden renowned for its curvilinear layout and complex plantings. Enjoy by a succession of hellebores, scillas, cyclamen, iris, daphnes, viburnums and a 
colour, unusual plants, structure and fragrance year-round. crescendo of daffodils. RHS Partner Garden. 22 January -1 April 10am-4pm. 


Fontwell, Nr Arundel BN18 OSU | 01243 278950 | denmans.org Chippenham, Ely, Cambs CB7 5PT | 01638 721416 | chippenhamparkgardens.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Must haves 2022 


Get kitted out for the New Year with these beautifully 
designed, practical products and inspirations 


ARCHITECTURAL 
HERITAGE 


Contemporary Slat-Back 
Hardwood Furniture. Handmade 
from sustainably sourced FSC 
certified Cumaru hardwood, 

this foldable garden furniture is 
maintenance free with no need 
for oil, wax or varnish. This dense 
hardwood, with its interlocking 
grain and natural oils, can be left 
outside all year, for a lifetime of use. 


01386 584414 
architectural-heritage.co.uk 


ONGLEY-SNOOK 
DESIGNS 


Fabulous, fused-glass fish 
swimming in your borders, 
designed specifically for the 
garden. They are frost safe, the 
heron wont eat them and they 
dont need feeding! 


01243 573411 
ongley-snookdesigns.com 


WONDERLAND 
BOUTIQUE 


Bring some colour into 2022 
with a jacket from Wonderland 
Boutique. Visit the website 

to view their selection of 
individual, stylish & affordable 
jackets and silk scarves. The 
Reversible Cotton Jacket shown 
is £69 with free p&p. 


01263 732643 
wonderlandboutique.com 


NORFOLK GARDEN 
FURNITURE 


Norfolk Garden Furniture 
produce 18th and 19th century 
inspired benches with a modern 
finish for both traditional and 
modern gardens. British-made, 
constructed in quality galvanised 
steel, it is architectural-grade 
powder coated suitable for all 
weathers. Four sizes available, in 
twenty sumptuous colours. 


01263 741134 
norfolkgardenfurniture.com 


DEVENICK DESIGNS 


‘Hagrid’ the Royal Stag garden 
sculpture is part of our Thinimals” 
collection. Standing at 1.7m tall, 
this contemporary design captures 
the bold stature of this solitary 
animal. Made in steel, the sculpture 
is suited to formal or informal 
styles of garden. Visit our website 
to view our beautiful designs or 
contact us for more information. 


07720 841394 
devenickdesigns.co.uk 


SUSAN ENTWISTLE 


Visit susanentwistle.com to view 
the paintings of international- 
selling artist Susan Entwistle, 
who creates her originals in a 
contemporary pointillist style, 
capturing the vibrancy and 
essence of beautiful gardens 
and landscapes. Also available 
to purchase are limited edition 
prints, velvet cushions and 
greeting cards. 


0115 9375705 
susanentwistle.com 


To advertise email mica.enwright@immediate.co.uk M | rketplace 


SNOWDROPS IN THE GREEN 
SINGLE SNOWDROPS —— £10.50 PER 100 C OTT AGE The Cleft Wood Company 
SINGLE SNOWDROPS £90 PER 1000 ee = = - , 
DOUBLE SNOWDROPS £15 PER 100 7 e Te, oe a 
DOUBLE SNOWDROPS ~—- £130 PER 1000 ME M ORIES - 
ENGLISH BLUEBELLS £16 PER 100 
CROCUS £9 PER 50 
MINIATURE DAFFODILS £10 PER 50 
ACONITES £10 PER 50 : ; 
DWARF IRIS £10 PER 50 A family business 
FRITILLARIA £10 PER 50 specialising in growing 
MINIATURE TULIPS £10 PER 50 classic roses. View our 
SNOWFLAKES £15 PER 10 online catalogue to 
CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPIED eels label 
, 
el 
P&P FREE 
MAKE CHEQUES & 
we” —_ POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO 
ANGLIA BULBS, 
LORDS LANE, WISBECH, 
CAMBS PE13 4TU 
TEL: 01945 410966 
ALL BULBS TOP QUALITY 
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3,700 Varieties of Perennial Seed | 


One Source 
www.jelitto.com 


ek 


The Cleft Wood Company Traditional Cleft Oak Fencing and Gates. 
Hand made from English oak for gardens large and small. 


www.cleftwood.com enquiries @cleftwood.com Tel: 07813 760763 


Production - Breeding - Seed Technology 27 
UK Office: Meadows (Fenton) Ltd - PO Box 78 - St lves, Huntingdon aT. 
Cambs PE27 6ZA - Phone (01480) 46 35 70 - wwwajelitto.com - angela@jelitto.com 


ALITAGS 
PLANT LABELS 


Annual labelling is a thing of the 
past with Alitags. Simply write - 
on Alitag aluminium labels with ps tse . - — ine “a 
Alitag or HB pencil. The pencil FM a = 

will react with our specially BNX K IZ te 
made aluminium tags and a a 
become permanent. Alitag " — RoHS ie 
labels can also be punched an, : . a 
with Alitag character 
punches and jig. 


Genuine British Products. Crafted & Made in the UK 34 Made from Iroko or Oak 


www.alitags.com 
TEL (UK) 01279 842685 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery guide 


Get inspired for the winter season with the best plant and bulb suppliers 


OLD COURT 
NURSERIES 


Specialist family-run nursery and 
garden open Thursday to Saturday, 
1lam-4pm, February to March. 
Snowdrop catalogue available 
online or by request. 
autumnasters.co.uk 
01684 540416 


PERRIE HALE 


A family-run independent nursery 
specialising in native and 
ornamental trees, shrubs and 
hedge plants as well as a large 
range of traditional fruit tree 
varieties. Trade discount available. 
perriehale.co.uk 
faye@perriehale.co.uk 


. 2022 catalogue online. Over 250 
herbaceous, intersectional and tree 
peonies ready for delivery. Printed 

peony catalogue - 4 x Ist class 
stamps to - Binny Plants, 
Ecclesmachan Road, Uphall EH52 
6NL. Also online, over 1,500 
perennials, grasses, shrubs and ferns. 


Binny Plants BINNY PLANTS 


binnyplants.com 
contact@binnyplants.com 


BUNKERS HILL 
PLANT NURSERY 


A small family-run plant nursery 
near Woodstock, Oxfordshire with 
an old-fashioned feel & traditional 

values. Their staff have a wide range 
of horticultural knowledge and offer 
a huge selection of top-quality plants 
including rare and unusual varieties. 
bunkershillgardenshop.co.uk 
01869 331492 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS 
DIRECT 


Chrysanthemums Direct offers the 
widest range of chrysanthemum 
plants to UK growers. With over 

420 varieties to choose from, 
including hardy garden and 
exhibition cultivars, we are sure to 
have something to tempt you. 
chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk 
0800 046 7443 


BLUEBELL 
ARBORETUM 
& NURSERY 


Specialists in hardy trees, shrubs and 
climbers including a huge selection 
of unusual species and cultivars. 
Informative website and a reliable 
mail-order service is available. 
bluebellnursery.com 
01530 413700 


MEADOWGATE 
NURSERY 


A family-run, independent 
nursery, specialising in 
ornamental grasses. Over ten 
years experience in growing a 
diverse range of grasses. They 
offer tailored advice on the use 
and care of the grasses they sell. 
meadowgatenursery.co.uk 
07736 523262 


ASHWOOD 
NURSERIES 


An independent nursery situated in 
the West Midlands offering many 
home-grown beautiful plants. 
Open seven days a week. Mainland 
UK Mail Order Service available. 
ashwoodnurseries.com 
01384 401996 


10 per cent off plants, bulbs and seeds at crocus.co.uk* 


There's a fantastic selection of beautiful 
and useful plants in our 100 essential 
plants feature (page 23), all chosen by 
award-winning designer Charlotte Harris 

of design studio Harris Bugg. Her choices 
make for a brilliant look-book of hard- 
working plants for colour, form and texture 
throughout the year. To help you make plans 
and choose your own must-have plants, 
crocus.co.uk is offering Gardens Illustrated 
readers a 10 per cent discount across its 
range of plants, bulbs and seeds, giving you 
access to more than 4,000 plant varieties. 
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Gillenia trifoliata. 


READER OFFER 

Go to crocus.co.uk to make your selection 
of plants, bulbs and seeds. To receive your 
discount, enter the code GIJAN22 when 
prompted. Your 10 per cent discount will 
be applied at the checkout stage. 


DELIVERY 
Standard delivery charge is £5.99 (£3.99 
if you are ordering only bulbs, £4.99 if 
you are ordering only seeds). Please check ~e kets : 
crocus.co.uk/delivery-information/ 3 te ea PPP) mm 
for full details on delivery areas. +P 2, 

. ae ris walli 


Dryopte 


Offer ends 1 February 2022. 


* TERMS & CONDITIONS 

Offer valid for UK customers only for plants, 
bulbs and seed only at crocus.co.uk. All plants 
are subject to availability. Offer excludes 
products, machinery and Florist by Crocus as 
well as gift vouchers and delivery. Discount 
cannot be used with any other offer. Code can 
only be used once per customer. Orders must 
be made before 23:59 on 1 February 2022. 

* While Crocus stocks a large range of 
plants, it doesn’t necessarily stock all | Hi / Y | ; ia 
100 of the plants selected in our feature. Sey bg; ae. Vy ee) © Ulbashigviotates. 
To find suppliers of specific cultivars, ; 

please use the RHS Plant Finder book or 
rhs.org.uk/plants/search-form to locate 
alternative suppliers. 


j 


Certain delivery postcodes including the Scottish Highlands 
and Isle of Wight will incur an additional £10 delivery surcharge. 


Unfortunately we cannot offer a delivery service to the 
Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, Scottish 
Islands, Channel Islands, BFPO addresses, hospitals, 
funeral directors, or addresses outside of GB. 
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Read your way into the NEW YEAR! 


With over 30 magazines to choose from celebrate 
January in style with our introductory offer. ~\ 
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GREATREASONS ° Subscriptions from £1 an issue @ Enjoy easy and convenient delivery direct to 


TO SUBSCRIBE: @ Continue to make great savings after your door 
P your trial period @ Never miss an issue of your favourite magazine 


2 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 
Y@ Visit buysubscriptions.com/JS22SP 


(() call 0330 053 8660" quote code JS22SP 


*This offer closes on 12th February 2022 and is valid for UK delivery addresses and by direct debit only. The discounts shown are savings calculated as a percentage of the full shop price, excluding Radio Times and Match of the Day which are calculated as a 
percentage of the basic annual rate. For overseas rates visit www.buysubscriptions.com. Should the magazine ordered change in frequency; we will honour the number of issues and not the term of the subscription. You are free to cancel your subscription at any 
time — if you cancel within 2 weeks of receiving your penultimate issue you will pay no more than the trial rate, this is except for Radio Times and Match of the Day, which you will need to cancel 3 weeks before the trial is due to end. Radio Times is published weekly, 
and Match of the Day is published bi-weekly. The Basic Annual UK Subscription rate for Radio Times is £205. This price is for one year and includes the Christmas double issue and a contribution towards postage. The Basic Annual UK Rate for Match of the Day is 
£67.50 for 25 issues. These rates are correct at time of printing. We run trial offers throughout the year to give our customers an opportunity to try a new title before committing to a long-term subscription. These are introductory offers, and we reserve the right to 
reject or cancel any application for a trial subscription offer if the customer has previously purchased a trial offer for the same magazine or any other magazine in the Immediate Media portfolio. For a full list of our titles visit buysubscriptions.com/portfolio. tUK 
calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Outside of free call packages call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p 
and 55p per minute. Lines are open Mon to Fri 9am — 5pm. 


RICHARD BLOOM, CAITLIN ATKINSON, SABRINA ROTHE, CLAIRE TAKACS 


IGLUS TRATED 


FEBRUARY 


- Find the perfect crocus with our expert's choice 
- A calming, year-round sanctuary in California 


« How a snowdrop lover created her own galanthophile 
garden paradise near Heidelberg in Germany 


- Innovative planting transforms a family garden in Ibiza 


* Gravetye's head gardener Tom Coward begins his 
new series of monthly plant picks 


¢ Plantswoman Elizabeth Strangman’s early spring garden 


ON SALE 1 FEBRUARY 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 20. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury's and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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How to spend a gardener’s weekend in... 


New South Wales 


The verdant hills of Australia's Southern Highlands are awash with vineyards, national 


Souvenirs 


Best brunch 


Burrawang General 
Store, Burrawang 


Best informal 
wine tasting 
Tractorless 
Vineyard Tasting 
Room, Bowral 
Best groceries 
with café The 


Whey Café & Dairy 
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Store, Robertson 
Best regional 
art gallery ina 
formal garden 
Ngununggula 

at Retford 

Park, Bowral 
Best browse 
Berkelouw Book 
Barn, Bendooley 
Estate, Berrima 


parks and innovative food producers, and offer plenty of perfect places to relax and unwind 


The British may have introduced 
rabbits to Australia, but they have 
been forgiven by the many gardeners 
in the Southern Highlands who 
welcome other imports, such as 
David Austin Roses. The climate and 
soil have something to do with the 
enduring appeal of le style anglais: 
the region is high-altitude but the 
temperatures are moderate. Perfect 
for vineyards and olive groves. 


Brekkie time 

The Southern Highlands have a long 
tradition of offering rural respite from 
Sydney, being only an hour and a half 
away. The small but very bustling 
towns and villages that are scattered 
between the farms and national parks 
seem to be designed for pit stops, with 
one superlative café after another 
offering locally sourced ingredients 
transformed into a ‘brekkie’ lunch, 

or tea of dreams. Eateries to 
recommend on Bong Bong Street 

in Bowral include The Press Shop, 
Boys & Girls Café, Coffee Culture 
and South Hill Kitchen. This is dairy 
country, and the town of Robertson 
is well-served with the Whey Café 

& Dairy Store (in the Old Robertson 
Cheese Factory). Moonacres 


The Press Shop, Bowral. 


Kitchen is a keen advocate of the 
local regenerative farm movement, 
growing its own produce and sourcing 
from like-minded suppliers. See also 
Highlands Merchant in Moss Vale. 


Bread and wine 

Cool temperatures mitigated by 
Pacific breezes have found favour 
with certain grape varieties such as 


Pinot noir and Riesling, and there are 
at least 60 vineyards in the Southern 
Highlands. (Olive groves are also 
sprouting, notably with White Chapel 
Grove in Colo Vale and Sutton Forest 
Olives.) Wine tasting can range 

from a casual ‘cellar door’ platter of 
charcuterie at Mount Ashby Estate 
or the lavishly landscaped Bendooley 
Estate, outside Berrima. There is 

no shortage of wine-tasting venues 

in Highland towns; dinner at Wine 
Mosaic Lounge in Moss Vale offers 
perfectly paired food and wine, 

while PepperGreen has an outpost 

in Berrima, more conveniently located 
than its rural estate. 


Bendooley Estate. 


Future gardening 

Tractorless Vineyard grows grapes 
along biodynamic principles, while 
Tertini, the oldest revived winery, is 
proud of its philosophy of ‘low-impact’ 
viticulture, with smaller, hand-tended 
crops. Soil health is a concern shared 
with the new generation of food 
producers in this region. At the same 
time, the traditionalism that favours 
Victorian architecture and European 
antiques is going strong. The Potting 
Shed in popular Bowral is next door 
to avast antique emporium (Dirty 
Janes), the former specialising in 
vintage gardenalia as well as topiary, 
with an orangery for indoor plants. 
Red Cow Farm, near Sutton Forest, 
boasts 20 garden rooms, gathered 
around an 1820s cottage; success 
with English-style plants can be an 
achievement in itself. On the other 
side of the spectrum, Wariapendi 
Native Nursery in Colo Vale is 


Red Cow Farm. & |; 


old-established but future-thinking, 
pioneering revegetation and native 
plant systems. 


Swimming holes 

The Southern Highlands luxuriate 

in lakes, rivers and waterfalls. 

Some towns are near rainforest 
pockets, some are close to dramatic 
escarpments; vast national parks 
abound, along with opportunities 

for walking, hiking or birdwatching. 
Fitzroy Falls, with water plunging 
down a drop of 80 metres, is in 
Morton National Park, only 15 minutes 
from Moss Vale. There are places 

to swim at the bottom. Smaller 
waterfalls fringe swimming holes — 
literally a hole in a rock in the case 

of Nellies Glen at Budderoo National 
Park, south of Robertson. Budderoo 
is more than 27 square miles, and is 
home to Carrington Falls, with wild 
swimming in areas at the top, or the 
bottom. Local intelligence is best here; 
the etiquette is to have your moment 
then move on, as perching places 
are at a premium. 
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MADE IN BRITAIN 


HARTLEY Sf BOTANIC 


HANDMADE WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938 
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Discover the secret of Hartley Botanic by calling UK - 0800 783 8083 or visit www.hartley-botanic.co.uk 
USA - 781 933 1993 or visit www.hartley-botanic.com eis 
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NOTHING ELSE IS A HARTLEY 


The only aluminium Glasshouses and Greenhouses endorsed by the RHS 
® The Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trade marks of The Royal Horticultural Society (Registered Charity No 222879/SC038262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. 


Inspiring everyone to grow 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
202 


